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Abstract

According to the evidentialist approach, one’s final position on a proposition emerges from the balance between
supporting and opposing evidence, and justifying that proposition requires considering (or weighing) all available
evidence. Unlike theists and atheists—who interpret evidence to favor their own beliefs — the agnostic regards the
evidence as neutral, whether due to ambiguity about what counts as evidence, the failure of individual items to establish
the claim, or the equal weight of opposing evidence. In this context, “evidence” typically refers to public evidence
accessible to all. Occasionally, however, private and non-shareable evidence may arise in favor of one side. The key
question is whether such private evidence can challenge or outweigh public evidence and thereby lift the suspension of
judgment. Based on this study’s findings, private evidence can be valid and effective in epistemic dilemmas that incline
toward agnosticism, provided two conditions are met: it possesses independent epistemic grounding (evidence supporting
evidence), and the opposing public evidence is not so overwhelmingly strong as to create a perfect symmetry.
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Introduction

The dominant approach in religious epistemology holds that evidence ultimately determines the outcome of debates, with
justification resting on the evidence one possesses while rejecting contrary evidence. Theists and atheists both claim that
evidence conclusively supports their own stance. In contrast, the epistemic agnostic suspends judgment—often because
of uncertainty about what qualifies as evidence, flaws in individual evidential items, or balanced weights among
conflicting evidence. Although “evidence” normally denotes public, widely accessible proof, certain private evidence
may persuade only a single individual or a limited circle of epistemic agents. This study explores whether and how private
evidence can break the stalemate caused by evenly balanced public evidence.

While agnosticism has been addressed in recent epistemological debates in the West and has seen limited discussion
in Iran, the role of private evidence has not received systematic attention as a central focus. By examining the assumptions
underlying agnosticism, the present research clarifies how private evidence may help one escape epistemic skepticism
about God’s existence. It analyzes the types of evidence and their roles in two contexts—epistemic disagreement and
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suspension of judgment—and then establishes the conditions under which private evidence attains validity when it
conflicts with public evidence.

Materials and Methods
The current study employs an analytical research methodology, examining arguments for the epistemic validity of private
evidence both under ordinary conditions and in cases of conflict with public evidence.

Research Findings
The findings of the study show that four possibilities arise regarding the epistemic warrant of private evidence:

1. Valid in ordinary circumstances but invalid in conflict.

2. Valid in both ordinary and conflict situations.

3. Invalid in both ordinary and conflict scenarios.

4. Invalid in ordinary circumstances but valid when in conflict.

These scenarios are theoretically conceivable, though not all have clear proponents among religious epistemologists.
Various proposals have been made to address these possibilities. On the one hand, agnosticism produces no decisive
conclusion and leaves us in epistemic indecision, which we ought to escape. On the other hand, privatizing epistemic
structures and processes —grounding belief on factors beyond public scrutiny—undermines the accuracy of our epistemic
representations. A balanced approach must reconcile these concerns. This study demonstrates that private evidence can
resolve the problem of epistemic suspension if it meets two conditions:

« It enjoys its own independent epistemic support, ensuring it is not merely subjective.

» Competing public evidence is not so compelling as to undermine confidence in one’s private deliverances.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Considering the results of the present study, private evidence consists of data or testimony that is not publicly accessible
and derives from an individual’s personal epistemic faculties. Its legitimacy is contested both under normal conditions
and when it clashes with public evidence. Ordinarily, private testimony may be deemed valid if it can be reconciled with
established public epistemic channels, for example, interpreting religious experience as a form of sensory or emotional
perception. When public evidence for and against God’s existence is evenly balanced, the debate can slide into suspension
of judgment—an agnostic impasse that is epistemically unsatisfactory. Introducing private evidence reshapes this
impasse: evidence can no longer be regarded as wholly neutral, and the agent becomes fully justified in acting based on
their private conviction. This position is defensible. Beyond the general warrant for private evidence like religious
experience, such evidence is especially valuable in an epistemic stalemate.

Individuals may legitimately rely on private evidence when two conditions hold: it has its own epistemic grounding,
and the opposing public evidence is not overwhelmingly strong. In the specific case of belief in God, objections to theism
are not so decisive as to weaken both public and private supports for belief. Moreover, the imperative to avoid unbelief—
and its attendant epistemic shortcomings—further underscores the prudence of crediting private evidence when public
and private testimonies diverge.
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