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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the position of people within the Shi'a theological system by examining the principle of
intellectual good and evil (husn wa qubh ‘aqli) and its impact on the human-God relationship. This study, employing an
analytical-descriptive approach, scrutinizes traditional theological texts and the opinions of Shi'a theologians. It
demonstrates that while the topic of the people's status has been sporadically and less prominently addressed in Shi‘a
theological heritage, the principle of intellectual good and evil serves as a core axis, enabling a thorough re-examination
and expansion of this subject. According to the findings, this principle, as widely held by theologians, emphasizes the
autonomy of human intellect in discerning good from evil. It portrays humans as creatures with free will, who are
responsible and possess inherent dignity within the Shi'a theological framework. This principle not only grounds the
human-divine relationship on a rational and ethical basis but also systematically clarifies the people’s role in accepting
prophecy and imamate. This perspective holds great potential for developing contemporary theological discourse in areas
like moral philosophy, religious anthropology, and political theology. The rejection of racism and class systems is a direct
outcome of this view, which also forms the very foundation of religious democracy. This principle can function as a new
framework for reconstructing and advancing Shi‘a theology in response to modern intellectual and philosophical
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challenges concerning the role of people and governance. By highlighting humanity's divine essence, it builds a crucial
bridge between the Shi'a theological tradition and modern discussions in the fields of philosophy of religion and
comparative theology.

Keywords: Good and Bad (Husn wa Qubh), People, Status of People, Intellects, Theology of the People.

Introduction
The study highlights a critical gap in the existing theological literature, as no comprehensive and independent work has
directly explored the status and function of the people within the Shi'a theological system from the specific perspective
of the fundamental principle of Rational Good and Bad (Husn wa Qubh Agli). While numerous studies have focused on
the technical, philosophical, or legal implications of this principle, its profound consequences for defining human status
(anthropology) and legitimizing collective action (political theology) remain underdeveloped. This principle, central to
the Adliyyah (Justice-centered) school of Shi‘a and Mu'tazili thought, posits that human reason possesses an inherent,
pre-Shari'ah capacity to discern certain moral truths, fundamentally differentiating this school from the Ash'arite tradition.
The present study seeks to fill this lacuna by systematically demonstrating that this rational capacity, attributed to all
human beings, serves as the theological bedrock for elevating the people's status. The core objective is to move beyond
the mere affirmation of the principle and to uncover its practical, systematic implications for the Shi'a concept of
humanity. The research is thus driven by a central, overarching question: How should the relationship between God and
people and the status of humans in the Shi‘a theological system be defined and explained when the Principle of Rational
Good and Bad is taken as the primary theological axis? Addressing this question provides a novel framework for
interpreting the people's role, from the acceptance of the prophetic mission to the establishment of legitimate governance
in the contemporary world. This perspective offers a robust, internal theological mechanism for engaging with modern
concepts of political legitimacy and human dignity.

Materials and Methods
The methodology employed in this research is descriptive-analytical, entirely grounded in data collected through rigorous
library research. The descriptive aspect involves the comprehensive compilation and documentation of primary sources,
primarily focusing on classical Kalam (systematic theology) texts authored by prominent Shi‘a theologians (e.g., Al-Sharif
Al-Murtada, Allamah Hilli, and Sayyed Fayyad Lahiji) who are the foremost proponents of the Husn wa Qubh Aqgli
principle. This includes tracking the specific terminology used—such as al-Aqgl (the intellect), al-Ugala' (the rational
people), and al-Idrak al-Aqli (rational perception)—to identify their precise theological definitions and applications.
The analytical phase then involves a systematic breakdown of the textual data to discern the inherent implications of
the principle for human status. The analysis is structured to extract two key components: First, the epistemological
consequence, which is the definition of human intellect and its capacity for ethical judgment independent of Revelation;
and Second, the anthropological and political consequence, which is the explicit or implicit status granted to the mass of
'‘Ugala’ (rational people) as a collective moral authority and a necessary component for the legitimacy of prophetic and
political leadership. Furthermore, the analysis utilizes key verses from the Holy Qur'an and authenticated narrations
(Hadith) from the Ahl al-Bayt (Infallible Imams) to ensure that the Kalami interpretations are congruent with the broader
scriptural sources of Shi‘a thought. This dual approach ensures the findings are both theoretically sound within the Kalami
tradition and practically relevant to contemporary theological discourse.

Research Findings
The key findings of this research unequivocally indicate that the principle of Rational Good and Bad (Husn wa Qubh
Agli) is not merely a subsidiary doctrine but a central, constitutive pillar of Shi‘a theology, actively employed to prove
and justify numerous foundational beliefs, particularly concerning Divine Justice (Adl). The research confirms the
principle is based on the radical idea that human intellect, al-Agl, possesses an intrinsic and a priori capacity to discern
good (Husn) from bad (Qubh) in certain actions, often referred to as the 'uloom al-awwaliyyah (primary self-evident
knowledge), thereby granting humans an intellectual autonomy that precedes detailed Divine Law (Shari‘ah).

Crucially, the analysis of classical texts reveals that the term "Intellects" (al-Ugala’) used in this principle is intended
by the theologians to refer to the consensus of all rational people (qatibat al-nas), not an exclusive class of philosophers
or religious elite. This common, collective rationality of the populace is treated as a fundamental and reliable basis for
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both moral judgments and theological proofs. By affirming the agl of every individual as a source of ethical recognition,
the principle inherently portrays humans as creatures who are morally responsible, endowed with free will, and possess
inherent dignity within the Shi‘a theological framework. This collective ethical consensus is shown to provide the
necessary groundwork for recognizing a just (Hasan) action from an unjust (Qabih) one, consequently forming a
fundamental rational and ethical foundation for religious democracy (Mardom-Salari-ye Dini) by legitimizing the people's
collective moral and political discernment.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The study concludes that Shi‘a thought, underpinned by the Principle of Rational Good and Bad, grants a special and
elevated status to all human beings, a status rooted not just in historical accounts but in the fundamental Divine view of
creation and guidance. The Husn wa Qubh Aqli principle acts as the epistemological engine of this status, as it empowers
people to independently discern moral truths and, by extension, enables them to actively participate in the ethical ordering
of their lives and societies.

This analytical approach not only strongly affirms the elevated and inherent dignity of humans in the divine system
but also highlights the theological necessity of God's ultimate wisdom (hikmah) in guiding humanity through prophets
and imams—a guidance that respects and builds upon the existing rational capacity of the people. Therefore, the
theological conclusion is that respect for the collective will and recognized rights of the people is not merely a social
obligation but a reflection of respect for their God-given human dignity and their shared divine nature (fitrah). This principle
provides a powerful, enduring theological mandate for contemporary political concepts: the rejection of racism, oligarchy,
and all class systems is a necessary outcome of affirming the rational and moral equality of all people. Ultimately, the
Principle of Rational Good and Bad serves as a vital bridge between the classical Shi'a theological tradition and modern
discussions in political philosophy and human rights, framing the Theology of the People as a robust, rationally grounded
application of Kalami principles to contemporary challenges of governance and justice.
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