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Abstract

This research examines the comparative characterization of three messianic-Davidic roles (the royal dimension), Aaronic
(the priestly dimension), and prophetic in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Four Gospels. The aim of the study is to clarify
the different types of messianic expectations and how these roles are combined, differentiated, or reinterpreted in two
distinct textual contexts. The research is based on a comparative and text-centered analysis of 17 selected versions of the
Scrolls and the Four Gospels, utilizing a combination of structural text analysis and narrative examination for its analysis.
Each role is compared based on what the text explicitly states, the related symbols and vocabulary, and its social and
religious functions against examples from opposing texts. The findings briefly indicate: 1) The Dead Sea Scrolls tend to
differentiate the roles and emphasize collective expectational structures, particularly showing notable emphasis on
Davidic and Aaronic components; 2) The Four Gospels, through their narrative and Christological structure, tend to
integrate or redefine the overlaps of these roles. As a result, certain priestly or prophetic elements are reinterpreted in a
novel way in the context of Christ-centered narratives; and 3) The correlations and differences between the two collections
highlight mixed trends of adaptation, opposition, and theological reproduction, revealing the historical and social
connections between the Qumran communities and the early church. The innovation of this study lies on three levels: 1)
providing a clear analytical framework for the typology of messianic roles; 2) tracing the textual transfer trends between
the Scrolls and the Gospels based on structural-narrative indicators; and 3) genealogizing the theological and social
implications of these representations in understanding the formation of the Messiah as foundational to early Christianity.
These results offer a methodological and conceptual basis for future research in messianic studies and the history of
religious thought.
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Introduction

Reconstructing the relationship between Jewish messianic expectation and early Christian claims about Jesus is essential
for understanding the intellectual and religious dynamics of the late Second Temple period. Scholars have advanced
divergent models: some propose that Gospel Christology reflects direct continuation from existing Jewish messianic
types, while others emphasize creative theological development within early Christian communities. This study advances
the debate by isolating three historically salient offices associated with the expected deliverer—Davidic (royal), Haronic
(priestly), and prophetic—and by subjecting representative Qumran texts and canonical gospel passages to a unified
coding scheme. The research questions are threefold: 1) How are these roles distributed structurally in Qumranic and
gospel corpora? 2) How are they narrated and rhetorically deployed; and 3) To what extent do parallels indicate direct
dependence, shared tradition, or independent reworking? Answering these questions clarifies whether Gospel Christology
should be read primarily as continuity, innovation, or a complex mixture of both.

Materials and Methods

The research is based on a comparative and text-centered analysis of 17 selected versions of the Scrolls and the Four
Gospels, utilizing a combination of structural text analysis and narrative examination for its analysis. Each role is
compared based on what the text explicitly states, the related symbols and vocabulary, and its social and religious
functions against examples from opposing texts.

Research Findings
The comparative analysis yields four principal findings:

First, Qumranic literature exhibits systematic role differentiation. Across multiple scrolls and sectarian compositions,
authority is apportioned among distinct figures: a Davidic-type leader associated with judicial authority and political
restoration; a Haronic-type figure charged with cultic oversight, ritual purity, and interpretive authority; and prophetic
figures responsible for proclamation and eschatological exhortation. This pluriform model coheres with Qumran’s
communal emphasis on law, temple ideology, and ritual integrity.

Second, the Four Canonical Gospels demonstrate programmatic narrative integration. Gospel authors selectively
appropriate royal, priestly, and prophetic motifs and fuse them into a single Christological figure. The mode of fusion
varies by author: Matthew emphasizes Davidic lineage and scriptural fulfillment; Mark foregrounds prophetic
proclamation together with the suffering servant motif; Luke stresses priestly compassion and social inclusion; and John
articulates a high Christology with symbolic priestly and prophetic language. Despite these differences, each Gospel
contributes to a coherent portrayal in which a single figure embodies multiple messianic functions.

Third, shared motifs such as suffering, vindication, eschatological restoration, and miraculous signs appear in both
corpora but are refracted through different rhetorical lenses. In Qumran, suffering frequently functions as communal
testing or purification, and vindication promises collective reversal for covenantal fidelity. In the Gospels, suffering is
frequently reinterpreted as redemptive and central to atonement narratives, while vindication becomes individualized
salvation tied to the person of Jesus.

Fourth, the pattern of correspondences cautions against simplistic claims of direct textual borrowing. Many parallels
arise from common scriptural reservoirs, shared exegetical techniques, and parallel responses to comparable religious
problems. Where stronger dependence may be suspected, the evidence must be assessed case by case with attention to
genre, function, and community context.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Considering the results of the present study, distinguishing structural distribution from narrative integration yields a
clearer account of how messianic language functions across Jewish and Christian texts. The Gospels’ fusion of royal,
priestly, and prophetic elements should be read as an intentional theological synthesis aimed at articulating new
soteriological claims and communal identity. Qumranic texts, by contrast, preserve a pluriform institutional topology that
reflects particular ritual, juridical, and eschatological concerns within that movement. The coding framework and
typology introduced here provide a replicable tool for future comparative work and invite further research focused on
specific textual loci where convergence is strongest or most ambiguous.
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