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Abstract

The Religion of the Righteous emerged in the early centuries of the Islamic calendar in western Iran, particularly among
the Kurdish people. Although this religion traces its origins to a sect that diverged from Islam, many of its teachings
reflect the influence of ancient religious traditions, including pre-Islamic Abrahamic faiths such as Christianity. The
followers of the Religion of the Righteous believe in the existence of one God, and the foundational doctrine of their faith
is based on the concept of divine manifestation. This study seeks to explore the question: What theological or
anthropological elements are shared between the Religion of the Righteous and Christianity regarding the perfection of
human beings? The findings of this research demonstrate that the Religion of the Righteous, grounded in the idea of
divine agency and manifestation, identifies exceptional human beings as reflections of the divine essence (grace). Such
individuals are considered to possess divine attributes and are viewed as manifestations of God’s essence. This theological
position shows significant parallels with Christian teachings, wherein Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) is understood to
be one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity and is endowed with divine qualities. This study highlights the mutual
emphasis in both traditions on the divine-human figure as the path to human perfection.

Keywords: Manifestation, Religion of the Righteous, Yarsan, Divine Attributes.

Introduction
The Religion of the Righteous represents a spiritual and intellectual movement that took shape during the second century
AH in western Iran. At the heart of its teachings lies the principle of divine manifestation, which serves as the core upon
which the doctrines and beliefs of the Righteous are built. This study aims to clarify the conceptual framework of divine
manifestation as understood by the followers of this religion, especially in its points of contact with teachings from other
traditions, notably Hinduism and Christianity. Christianity, as one of the major world religions, has exerted profound
influence across various human societies throughout history. Notably, the sacred texts of the Ahl al-Hagg—another name
for the followers of the Religion of the Righteous—contain references to Christian institutions and figures such as the Church,
the Bible, and the Prophet Jesus. Furthermore, historical records from the era of Sultan Ishaq Barzanji indicate that the
Christian Bible garnered significant interest among Ahl al-Haqq religious leaders.

Due to the esoteric and symbolic nature of Ahl al-Haqq scriptures, interpreting these texts requires deciphering their
metaphors and hidden layers. In doing so, it becomes possible to uncover the ways in which Christian ideas have shaped
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the Ahl al-Haqg conception of human perfection. It is worth noting, however, that although Christians believe in the triune
nature of God (the Trinity), such a notion is absent in Ahl al-Haqq theology. Nevertheless, there are notable conceptual
similarities between the two traditions, especially in how both regard certain human beings as vessels of divine presence
and guidance.

This study attempts to answer the central question: According to the perspectives of both Christianity and the Religion
of the Righteous, how does a human being—regarded as the manifestation of God—contribute to the perfection of
humanity? In Christian theology, God sent Jesus Christ to reconcile humanity with Himself through the act of sacrifice.
Hence, believers attain salvation and ultimate happiness by having faith in Christ. Conversely, in the Religion of the
Righteous, a human being—seen as the embodiment of divine essence—is the intermediary through whom human
perfection is achieved. Notably, in both traditions, the idea of sacrifice plays a vital role: Christ sacrifices Himself for
humanity, while in the Religion of the Righteous, the devoted follower may be called upon to sacrifice his life for the
truth of the faith.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on both library-based and field research methods. Primary data is
drawn from the original and foundational texts of the Ahl al-Haqq, many of which remain untranslated, unpublished, and exist
only in handwritten form. The research involves a close examination of these sources to analyze the concepts of human
manifestation and spiritual perfection within the Ahl al-Haqqg and Christian traditions. Given that many of the ritual texts of the
Ahl al-Haqg were composed in various Kurdish dialects and are often cryptic or metaphorical, special care was taken to interpret
them accurately. To this end, structured interviews were conducted with respected scholars and religious authorities within the
Ahl al-Hagg community who are well-versed in these sacred writings. Their insights were instrumental in decoding key concepts
and tracing theological parallels between the two faiths.

Research Findings

The story of the creation of Adam (peace be upon him) is featured in both the Holy Bible and the ritual texts of the Ahl
al-Haqgq. According to the Torah and Ahl al-Haqq theological narratives, Adam was created in the image of God—an
image that is interpreted spiritually as the human soul or inner truth. In Christian doctrine, Adam’s act of disobedience—
eating from the forbidden tree—resulted in the corruption of the soul and the transmission of original sin to his
descendants. However, this concept of inherited sin is not found in Ahl al-Haqgq teachings.

Within Christian belief, Jesus Christ is one of the three divine persons and possesses both a human and divine nature. He is
viewed as the incarnation of God who entered the world in human form. His mission was to remove the estrangement between
humanity and God caused by original sin. Through His sacrifice, He brought people closer to God. Salvation, in this view, is
achieved by faith in Christ and through the ritual of baptism. In the belief system of the Ahl al-Haqg, outstanding human beings
are considered manifestations of God’s essence. These individuals are believed to possess divine attributes while simultaneously
retaining their human aspects. The Yarsanis (followers of this tradition) maintain that through submission to the teachings of
these divine manifestations, and by adhering to the spiritual pillars such as service and sacrifice, individuals can undergo a
spiritual journey comprising thousands of degrees of perfection.

In this worldview, achieving closeness to God requires sincerity, discipline, and unwavering commitment. If
necessary, the devout follower is expected to sacrifice his life for the path of truth—an act symbolizing the ultimate level
of devotion and unity with the divine. Thus, both traditions emphasize the transformative role of the divine-human figure
in elevating the human soul toward perfection and proximity to God.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion
The Religion of the Righteous holds that man, as a manifestation of the divine essence, plays a central role in the pursuit of
spiritual perfection. This understanding, when compared to Christian theology, reveals several conceptual overlaps. From
the Christian perspective, Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) is regarded as an eternal essence and a member of the divine
Trinity. He embodies both the divine and human natures, and as such, divine attributes are ascribed to him. He is seen not
merely as a prophet, but as God the Son, whose sacrificial death redeems humanity from the burden of original sin.

According to the Yarsani doctrine, exceptional individuals—due to their embodiment of the divine essence—are
considered to possess divine characteristics. Although they remain human, they serve as spiritual guides and
intermediaries between God and humanity. In Christianity, God sent Jesus Christ to atone for original sin through His
sacrifice. In the Religion of the Righteous, the divine essence (referred to as King or Grace) becomes manifest in a superior
human being so that others may follow his example and attain nearness to God.

Christian theology emphasizes faith in Christ and baptism as means to escape the bondage of sin and achieve salvation.
In contrast, Ahl al-Haqq doctrine stresses inner transformation through rational reflection, experience, and sincere practice
of religious obligations. Through submission, confession, and alignment with divine manifestations, the believer
gradually approaches the true essence and, ultimately, attains spiritual perfection and nearness to God.
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