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Extended Abstract

Epistemology is a science that discusses human knowledge, including its nature, possibility, ways, types,
territory, etc. of knowledge. It is a field that philosophers, theologians, and religious scholars have taken more
effective steps in deepening and developing it. Jewish thinkers have also paid special attention to this issue.
Sadia bin yusuf al-fayoumi, nicknamed Sadia Gaon, the father of Jewish philosophy and the head of the
Rabbinical religious school "Sura", is considered one of the most important theologians in the history of the
tradition of Rabbinical Judaism. He is known as the first Jewish philosopher and exegete in the middle
centuries due to his innovative and systematic ideas. He is the first person who, in addition to his detailed
views on theology and cosmology, has also raised important opinions on epistemology in two works ‘Kitab
Al-Amanat Wa'l-'tigadat (the Book of Beliefs and Opinions)’ and ‘Tafsir Sefer Yetsira (Commentary on the
Sefer Yetzira)’. The two works suggest two different structures of epistemology. Sadia points out that the
human mind is able to explain reality in two ways: one is based on empirical rationalism and the other is based
on divine illumination and self-revelation in the mind. In other words, the human mind can act in two modes
like the act of dialogue (i.e. arguing and reasoning or being silent, meditating, listening, and seeing).

Considering the unique role of knowledge arising from reflection and revelation, in reaching the complete
truth, Sadia plans and examines it from various angles in his important works. Along with Al-Amanat Wa'l-
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‘tigadat, he makes a detailed discussion in the Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira about epistemology. Its study
helps a lot to understand his thought. Sadia's thinking in religions and beliefs has a controversial nature. In the
Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, he has relatively deep and esoteric thinking.

This study, using the analytical comparative method, investigates the topics related to epistemology raised
in the two mentioned works of Sadia. In his works, knowledge has different meanings: in Al-Amanat Wa'l-
'tigadat, it is shown as the correspondence between external reality and its concept in the human mind, while
in Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, knowledge is related to the origin and nature of creation.

In ‘the Book of Beliefs and Opinions’, Sadia, in a positive answer regarding the possibility of acquiring
knowledge, considers his goal to be certain and removes all doubts. In this book, while proving the same
validity of knowledge and results that can be achieved through revelation and rational reasoning, he cites verses
from the Bible to prove the foundations of his epistemological teachings. He considers the factor of knowledge
to be the intellectual power of the soul, which only God has rightly placed in the person's existence. Despite
the fact that the cognitive process relies on sensory perception, the intellect includes a system of principles and
generalities that exist independently of sensory data. The Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira considers the goal
of the author of the book to be the representation (portrait) of how things come into being and find their
existence so that the knower can understand them and the wise beings can learn them. Therefore, while
confirming the possibility of acquiring knowledge, this work emphasizes the role of revelation in this
connection.

Al-Amanat Wa'l-'tigadat presents the elements of the ‘cognition process’ in the form of a hierarchical model
in three steps: 1) a complex and vague idea that is only a vague and confused idea of the nature of the research
subject, 2) an analysis of this idea, and 3) accepting the ultimate truth by a belief freed from doubts. Here we
witness a process of gradual internalization of knowledge that occurs in the mind, a process during which
sensory perception turns into belief. In this process, reason gradually removes the factors that cause doubt and
error, and then reaches the understanding of the truth by refining and classifying the mixed information of the
external world. This is Saadia's model to reach the correct belief.

The Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira does not include regular epistemological statements that describe the
process of cognition in detail. But it associates three necessary factors (knowing, thinking, and believing) with
the three corresponding faculties of the soul. He attributes knowledge to the power of collecting data (al-
Qowwah al-Hashira) of the soul, which collects the discussed data and transmits them to the second power.
The second power is the ‘discernment power’ (al-Qowwah al-Momaizah), which recognizes true and false data
and verifies the facts by rejecting false data. Then, this power transfers the refined information to ‘Al-Qowwah
al-Mu’tagidah’ which preserves it and becomes sure of its authenticity.

In the Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, along with the three general sources of knowledge, mentioned in
Al-Amanat Wa'l-'tigadat, the knowledge of ‘lightning-like’ (Kal-barq), i.e. illumination, plays a prominent
role. In complete contrast to his negative assessment of lightning-like knowledge in Al-Amanat, in the
Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, he states that the principles of things appear in the mind like lightning, then
they become clear and certain before his eyes. Of course, this duality goes back to different approaches of
Sadia's epistemology in these two works as well as the related fields. In Al-Amanat, the knowledge of
‘lightning-like’ refers to sensible reality per se. But in Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, knowledge has the
nature of representation. That is, the mind relies on itself in the complete absence of sensory data. Therefore,
it seems that illumination is the only way to understand this ‘other reality’.
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In al-Amanat and beliefs, knowledge means the correspondence of external reality and its meaning in the
human mind, while in the Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, it is related to the ultimate roots of creation,
without considering sensory perception.

Wisdom is one of the most controversial epistemological words of Sadia. Saadia's definition of wisdom is
based on various biblical passages, and thus it can be seen as the result of Saadia's exegetical activities rather
than independent philosophical reflection. In Al-Amanat, al-Hikmat is defined as “kawn al-ashya’ ‘alahaqa’igiha
al-ma‘luma wa-laysa-l-hikma an takun al-ashya’ ‘ala tamanni mutamanin wa-la shahwa mushtahin” and the
Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira defines it as “al-hikma hiya tartib al-ashya’ maratibaha wa-tagdiruha magadiraha”.

In short, according to Sadia, it should be said that reality speaks in two languages. In other words, the
human mind is able to understand and express reality in two ways: one is universal and unanimous, and

ultimately based on sensory and intellectual perception, and the other is based on God's self-revelation through
human intuition.

Keywords: Saadia Gaon, Epistemology, Commentary on the Sefer Yetzira, Al-Amanat Wa'l-'tigadat, intuition.
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