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Extended Abstract

Islamic thinkers do not think alike about understanding similar verses and the issue of the appearance and
interiority of verses, and sometimes there are fundamental differences between them. Al-Ghazali and Ibn
Rushd are in favor of using the method of interpretation in understanding similar verses and considering the
way of escaping from the challenge and conflict of appearance and the inner self using the approach of
interpretation. Ibn Rushd was famous for opposing Al-Ghazali and writing the book Tahaft Al-Tahaft in his
critique of Tahaft al-Ghazali philosophers. Despite the criticisms, he is influenced by Al-Ghazali in some cases,
and especially in the matter of interpretation. Al-Ghazali has two approaches encountering the problem of
interpretation in two intellectual periods, in both of which he has been able to provide a new model by
presenting a special approach in interpretation so that others can take a step in this direction and achieve a
methodical understanding of religious texts. He has benefited a lot from this research model in understanding

*Corresponding author
Rajabi, A., Azizi, M. (2022). Investigating the Influence of Ibn Rushd from Ghazali on the Issue of Interpretation of Religious Texts.
Comparative Theology, 13(27), 1-16.

@IOISIC]
2322-3421 1 © 2022 EY NC D

This is an open access article under the BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

d http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/coth.2022.131221.1658 E&.‘-. https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20089651.1401.13.27.1.6
==


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/coth.2022.131221.1658
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20089651.1401.13.27.1.6
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20089651.1401.13.27.1.6
https://coth.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
mailto:rajabi@maaref.ac.ir

Comparative Theology, Vol. 13, Issue 1, No.27, Spring & Summer 2022

Ibn Rushd's text. According to the research findings, Ibn Rushd was influenced by Ghazali both in the nature
of interpretation and in the reasoning and necessity of accepting it, as well as in the means of approaching
interpretation. In the present descriptive-analytical study, the influence of Ibn Rushd from Ghazali on the issue
of interpretation has been investigated.

Al-Ghazali and lbn Rushd are both advocates of using the method of interpretation in understanding the
text. Although Ghazali is one of the Ash'arite theologians, in the matter of interpretation in both intellectual
periods, he distances himself from thinkers such as Abul Hassan Ash'ari, Bagalani, and Jovini and accepts the
methodical interpretation in understanding many verses of the Holy Qur'an. Methodology and adherence to a
disciplined mechanism in interpretation are the characteristics of using this method by Al-Ghazali.

Ibn Al-Rushd, like Al-Ghazali, does not see a conflict between the outward and inward meaning of the
verses of the Holy Qur'an. Interpretation is a method that philosophers have the right to use in understanding
the Holy Qur'an. Although this method raised serious objections to Al-Ghazali, it is influenced by Al-Ghazali’s
interpretation. Ibn Al-Rushd mentions Al-Ghazali in many cases and considers Ghazali's method in this regard
to be correct. He speaks about the nature of interpretation, the necessity of paying attention to it, its types and
varieties, the division of the audience of revelation, and the permission and impermissibility of interpretation
like Al-Ghazali.

Keywords: Interpretation, Ghazali, Ibn Rushd, Appearance, Interior, Firm and Similar, Conflict between
Reason and Religion.
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