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A Critical Investigation of the Relationship between Death and Sin in the
Works of St. Augustine

Ghasem kakaie*
Mahbubeh jabbareh naseru**

Abstract

Death has been an everlasting human question. It has been regarded as one of the existential
and human epistemic concerns both in religions and various philosophical and theological
schools. The question of death in the works of Saint Augustine has been largely dismissed by
scholars. Scrutinizing his oeuvre indicates that compared to his predecessors and based on his
approach to Christianity, specifically to St. Paul’s doctrines, Augustine is more attentive to
the relation between death and sin. In his works, he justifies death based on the original sin as
well as those everyday sins that committed by human being throughout her life, identifying
sin as the cause of death. Accordingly, he prefers moral causes rather than natural causes
resulting in death. Augustine contends that there are three types of death, i.e. corporeal death
(the separation of soul and body), spiritual death (separation of human being and God due to
sin), and the eternal death (in which soul remains in body, bearing the burden of eternal
corporeal punishment away from God.) He believes that God created a human being in a way
according to which she would have benefited from eternal life if she had not sinned.
However, now not only corporeal death but also the eternal death of soul are the
consequences of sins. He opines that all human race, Except Jesus and his mother are the heirs
of the original sin committed by Adam and Eve. In this way, every human being is born
sinful, contaminated by the original. According to this viewpoint, the human race cannot be
perceived as naturally innocent or away from intellectual mistake and deviation. Rather,
human being and her thoughts and deeds can be understood only based on the doctrine of fall.
In addition, the Adam’s original sin in not merely an event but it is a complicated
circumstance imposed by God as a punishment of Adam and Eve due to their disobedience
which is followed by different types of death as well as such consequences as the supremacy
of body over soul, suffering from old age and senility, struggling with carnal soul, and
suffering from various pains, calamities, and illnesses.

Critique: Augustine believes that the human race shares the original sin with Adam since they
have been in his semen except they are saved by divine grace, becoming able to do the good.
Divine grace, however, is not granted to all. Even human’s eligibility is not considered, even
though it is not fair. Such figures as Pelagius criticize his extremist approach regarding the
original sin, proposing salvation by eligibility. Accordingly, sin cannot be considered as
inherited. Rather, everybody, including Adam, will be responsible for his deed. Thus, there is
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no Original Sin or Fall, but it is only the culprit who bears punishment. Plus, neither paradise
nor hell is predestined, but a human being will be the master of his destiny. In addition, death
is regarded as a natural phenomenon rather than punishment. Adam was mortal, with or
without committing sin, and he was individually responsible for his deeds.

Keywords: Death, sin, original sin, individual sin, Augustine
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Existential Aspect of Evil in the Works of Mani: Explanation and Evaluation

Mozhgan Khalili*
Hosein Kalbasi Ashtari**

Abstract

Since the old times, resolving and justifying the issue of "Evil" has been among humankind’s
perpetual and difficult questions in the path towards making sense of the universe. The
background and history of "Evil" in the literature and religion indicates its role in
humankind's worldview towards its Existential roots, and this is among the important reasons
why theological-philosophical traditions pay great attention to it. Philosophers and
theologians have always been aware that justifying Evil in terms of religious beliefs is a huge
task; therefore, their endeavors did not always lead to success. Justifying this issue has
sometimes lead to duality and polytheism and sometimes it has actually caused theoretical
conflicts. According to Mani - whose viewpoint is grounded in some Iranian ancient religious
and ceremonial traditions - evil (darkness) resides in the nature of terrestrial creatures. The
aforesaid religion claims it wants to discover the rules governing this Being which is
composed of Good and Evil and the procedure of liberation and purification from it. Mani’s
thoughts had an impact on some Iranian and non-Iranian ancient religions in India, Africa and
Middle East. For many years, Augustine believed that Mani’s religion offers the only
acceptable rational interpretation of how the world is formed, because, it properly explains the
source of Evil. Some scholars believe that Evil is an outcome of abulia and some other — like
philosophical and theological traditions of Islamic world — believe that Evil is an outcome of
lack of perfection and the absence of good; therefore, they think that Evil is devoid of any
originality. The crucial point in this essay is to explain the existential aspect of Evil according
to Mani; its real existence and its obvious opposition to good throughout the world; we also
want to pay attention to the reasons behind this duality which opens its way out of Mani's
works; as he claims, this duality will resolve and become unified in upper levels. If, regardless
of the origin that Mani considers for the reality of Evil, we consider Evil a living creature
unified with good, because of its being mixed with it, we will need a phenomenological
viewpoint towards Evil; from an existential perspective and not from the point of its privation;
however, to decide whether this image can withstand theoretical and rational criticism is
another point and we have tried to present some of this method's — which theoretically tries to
explain Evil cognitively - shortcomings briefly.

It should be said that the reason behind difficulties in explaining Evil throughout the history
of philosophy lies in assuming it an object we can gain knowledge of. The subject of Euvil,
before being an issue related to theory and cognition as an individual object, appears in
natural life and people can experience it; thus, above all other things, it’s the general and
beforehand understanding of Evil’s various phenomenological possibilities from an existential
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point of view in the field of ontological experience which opens the way for cognitive
explanations, which also happens through the help of metaphors and allegories.

From a Kantian perspective it’s as if having no access to the essence and Noumenon of Evil
causes old and traditional efforts that try to justify the explanations about phenomenological
presence of Evil in a cognitive belief system, which, through relying on analogical abilities of
pure reason, on the one hand, results in assuming an origin for Evil, and on the other hand, the
way out of it and the only way to donate life a purpose will only happen through denying and
rejecting the current existence of Evil; a purpose which sums up as paving the way towards
death and the supernatural purpose in the afterlife. This is exactly the same thing Mani tries to
do through relying on the purpose of absolute good and how to join it in the course of
humankind’s religious and ethical life.

From an ontological and phenomenological perspective, Evil, with its permanent non-
independent presence, benefits from the ability to appear in different shapes in the context of
various possibilities of existence and is intertwined with life in a way that on the one hand,
because of having no access to it as an independent constant Being we are unable to explain
Evil cognitively prior to explaining its existential flow; on the other hand, because Evil
appears in different forms, we can only explain the way it is experienced in different
possibilities according to a cognitive system, only through relying on allegory or assuming
that Evil possesses an unknown essence, as purpose, - a purpose like what Kant explains in
his third criticism as teleological reflective verdict -.

Meanwhile, allegory plays an important role and it’s exactly what Kant uses in order to
explain the relationship between the unknowns’ Noumenon or essence and their appearance.
Different experiences of various appearances of Evil has attracted many intellectuals and
artists; however, according to this respect, this explanation, will be only accessible after
gaining a concise glimpse of Evil’s way of being and appearing, through an aesthetical and
teleological reflection and through relying on symbolic metaphors. Mani’s conscious or
unconscious efforts to integrate and consolidate his belief system and everything he knew of
Evil — according to the natural desire of human or Kantian intellect — results in assuming the
existence of an unknown essence behind the veil. An assumption without which, Mani’s basis
of aesthetical cognition of this “existence’s genuine issue” will not be organized. It’s exactly
because of this that Mani’s cognitive justification of fundamentals of his religion only
happens through allegorical tales and in the form of images.

Keywords: Mani’s religion, good and Evil, Khosravani (royal) wisdom, assuming Evil as
devoid of existence, ontology of Evil’s phenomenon.
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Mullah Mohammad Mehdi Naraqi and analysis of pantheism theories

Korush Asmand®
Hashem Golestani**
Fathali Akbari*™*
Abstract
Unity of Existence is one of the key issues of human knowledge that has been discussed by
great thinkers in various forms since long time ago. Some have dealt with this issue in pure
rational or intuitive terms while some others have tried to combine the two elements of reason
and intuition in their discussions. This issue has been discussed by ancient Greeks, neo-
Platonists and Persian sages under a variety of titles that range from Intuitive Unity and
Gradational Unity to Personal Unity and this shows the importance of this issue. Muhammad
Mahdi Naraqi better known as Muhaqgig-e Naragi is a Muslim mystic, philosopher and
theologian who has discussed this issue at various points of his works and critically assessed
the ideas of te mystics and philosophers. We can outline his key ideas and critical remarks as
follows: -Mystics believe that Divine Presence reveals itself in contingent beings by way of
immanence and occurrence. This is indeed to say that God is not independent and is in need
of the contingent beings for its realization. -The idea of absolute indetermination of Divine
Essence as propounded by mystics is baseless from a logical point of view and is a sign of
confusing concept with extension. -No diversity is perceivable in Divine Existence and
accordingly believing in divine incarnations in this world is tantamount to express blasphemy.
-The objectification of Divine Presence through contingent beings is not acceptable as the
latter is equal to endorsing the descent of Divinity to the sphere of corporeal entities. -The
reality of contingent beings as conceived by the proponents of the doctrine of taste of
sapience has nothing to do with the Essence of Divine Existence. -Divine Presence is of
concrete reality regardless of its mental representation and the abstract mode of contingent
beings has no rational basis. Although the author believes that Naraqi is right in a number of
his remarks some of them are still critically flawed and need to be revised.In fact, Naraqi’s
analyses are based on gradational unity and conceptualperspective not personal unity nor
extensional perspective. To put it otherwise, he has thought that mystics deny every type of
diversity while this is far from being correct as the mystics ground their arguments mainly on
Quran and prophetic traditions. Then one cannot negligently attribute such baseless doctrines
as immanence, occurrence, apostasy and blasphemy to mystics. After critical assessment of
the ideas ofmystics, Naraqi turns to Mulla Sadra’s views of Unity of Existence and reviews
him as we have summarized hereunder:
-The maxim of Simple Reality in the discussions of unity of existence is concerned with the
modes of existence and gradational unity not personal unity. -Mulla Sadra’s depiction of the
world as the shadow of Divine Presence is blasphemous because this implies attribution of the flaws of
the worldly objects to divinity. -The essential difference between the generator and the generated is an
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expression of the inconsistency between the mode and the owner of the mode. -Gradationhappens in
the concept of existence not in its reality. In other word, weakness and intensity and priority and
posteriority occurs in the concept. It seems that the majority of Naraqi’s objections to Mulla Sadra
have their origin in Naraqi’ssubjective notion of unity of existence while Mulla Sadras’s point of view
of the gradation of existence is objective and his perspective of personal unity of existence is
subjective. To put the matter differently, Naragi speaks of both notions in subjective terms and his idea
that there are a number of similarities and differences between the true unity and the untrue one
endorses the author’s latter remark. Generally speaking, Naraqi’s objections to the mystics and
philosophers show that he is definitely agree with the idea of unity of existence but he does not have a
unified approach in this regard and this is why there are various strands of thought within his corpus
on the subject that range from Peripateticism and Inutionism to Transcendent Theosophy. Though on
surface this might appear to be methodological flaw Naraqi’s attentiveness to various schools of
thought is valuable as such.
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A Study Concerning the Maimonides’ Viewpoint on the Role of Reason and
The Law in Human’s perfection, on the Basis of Sadraei’s Approach

Hojjat Ebrahim Najafabadi*
Jafar Shanazari™

Abstract

Discussion on the reason and the law, and their functions and relationship in the theoretical
and practical field, as well as their role in human understanding of the facts and directing the
man in the course towards perfection, are issues that have preoccupied theologians,
Philosophers and mystics in centuries, and is still subject of review and reflection for many
thinkers. Throughout the history of Islamic civilization and wisdom, in addition to Muslim
scholars, among believers in other religions we encounter prominent and well-known
philosophers that alongside Muslim scholars, have tried to discuss and comment on these
important issues; for example, Maimonides that was a prominent rabbi and sage in the sixth
century AD, like the majority of sages regardes “human” as “rational soul” ,and considers the
reason as the most important distinguishing factor of mankind that God has made human a
gift of it. He believes that by benefitting from the reason and in the light of the commands of
the Law of Moses (PBUH), everyone can achieve the highest degrees of perfection.
Therefore, he suggests various levels for perfection that start from the low degree and end in
point that prophets and saints have achieved. He emphasizes that other people as much as
their attempt can travel through the grades of perfection and makes it clear that just reaching
the final stage, which includes knowledge of the facts, and especially the knowledge of God
and his actions can bring true happiness for man. Also, according to his opinion the usage of
reason and knowledge in arena of society causes social promotion and better interactions
among people.

Nevertheless, dispute of his empathetic view about the place and ability of man qua man,
unlike some group of mystics and philosophers, this Jewish thinker believes that among the
creatures, some of them have their own purposes; so it is not correct to say that all of them
have created for human.

Close to above ideas can be found in philosophy of Mulla Sadra who is one of the most
prominent Muslim philosophers that have serious concerns about "rationality” as the main
censor of human from other animals. he believes that paying right of reason in both
theoretical and practical aspects would provide genuine happiness and perfection for human.
Actually, according to his mastery in rational and traditional knowledge, and in his
intellectual framework, he makes effort to show the function of reason and religion and their
mutual role for persons who desire attaining the ultimate perfection . In this approach,
compliance with religious laws in the realm of the individual and society, is the most
important factor for human felicity. So, for this purpose ,he raises issues that has some
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mThis work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License



12/ Comparative Theology, Vol: 7, No: 16, Autumn & Winter 2016

similarities and differences with the views of Maimonides .Also, despite the latent abilities in
reason, Mulla Sadra, like Maimonides, accept the belief in human centrality among the
beings in material world, not in whole of possible world.

Accordingly ,In this paper the author tries to study these two thinker’s approach on the levels
of prosperity, the role of law and reason in reaching ultimate human happiness and the man
position among the other creatures.

Keywords:Human¢ Intellects Goal¢ Perfection¢ Morality Law
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Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah and Allameh Tabataba’i on Immortality in Hell

Janan lzadi*
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Fatemeh Yusefi Kuzaj
Abstract
The Immortality of the people of hell and their eternal torment is one of the most important
and complex debates, preoccupying religious scholars of different religions and sects. Each of
them has taken a different way based on their intellectual principles of belief to solve this
problem and the questions thereof, including how the immortality of the inhabitants of hell
hellions and their eternal torment is consistent with the mercy and justice of God. How is it
reasonable to endure infinite torment for limited and finite sins? Does a Merciful God, born a
sinful slave forever in the fire of the hereafter? Or is this not the case and He punishes the
sinful people for a limited period of time, whether it is short or long, and then releases them
from torture and provides them with comfort.
There is a difference of opinions on these problems in the works of Ibn Qayyim Al-
Jawziyyah Al-AsHari and Allameh Tabataba’i, the Shiite philosopher and commentator. Ibn
Qayyim addresses widely and systematically the issue of the immortality of the inhabitants of
hell. In fact, he interprets immortality (khuliid) as a long time, so that the long fire and
scourge annihilate the evil from the souls that evil has mixed in their being. In his viewpoint
God has created human monotheist. If the monotheistic nature of the person is changed by
vices, these vices and the corrupted nature can be changed by torment and fire. He quotes in
his works the ideas of the believers in immortality in torment and criticizes and rebuts them.
Stating so many arguments, lbn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya tries to deny the immortality and
eternality in torment. Interpreting the verses of The Holy Quran on immortality of the
inhabitants of hell in torment, Allameh Tabataba’i strongly asserts the immortality principle.
He relates the happiness and misery, and good and evil among human beings to the
development and appearance of the carnal states and habits they gained in the earthly world.
He asserts that if disbelief and polytheism reside and take hold over the soul, they result in
perpetual torment. Nevertheless, he insists that everlasting torment is destined for the infidels
(kuffar) only. He states that immortality in hell has explicit text (nass) in The Holy Quran and
believes that not all religious canons and characteristics of the resurrection can be proved by
rational arguments. Because the intellect has no access to these characteristics and details, the
unique way to understand and prove them is to confirm what the honest Prophet has said.
Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya and Allameh Tabataba’i have provided arguments in explaining the
problem of immortality based on their own school and principles of thinking which are
different in method and content. However Ibn Qayyim is an Ash’ari theologian, he has a
mystical and philosophical approach concerning the explanation of the non-immortality of
torment. He has presented twenty five reasons in his book Hadr Al-Arwah Ila Bilad Al-
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Arwah. In this paper the authors will only focus on his philosophical arguments. Among his
arguments are an argument based on God’s Divine Names and Attributes, an argument based
on Wisdom (hikmah) and public benefit (masla/rah), an argument based on the antecedence
of God’s Mercy to His Anger, an argument based on human nature (fifrah), and an argument
based on the theory that there is less evil than good in the world. Whereas Allameh Tabataba’i
is a famous philosopher he did not present any philosophical argument to prove immortality.
Besides his explanation of khuliid, he answers the objections to his point of view. One of the
objections, for instance, is that infidelity and polytheism lead to one of two possible cases:

a. It may bring a person out of his human nature and transform his/her soul to another
species; In this case the person gains a fire nature as a result of infidelity and sin and therefore
does not suffer from the fiery devil forms go out from him/her and even enjoys them.

b. The original nature may remain but infidelity is a curtain and constraint (gasir) that does
not let the heavenly forms go out of original nature; In this case one can deduce non-
immortality in hell according to the philosophical principle “constraint is not permanent.”
Allameh replies that in the first case the fiery devil forms that go out of the soul can be
perfection in one aspect and can even be consistent and enjoyable. But when truth if revealed
in the hereafter and he becomes aware of the harm and consequences of his sins, it will be a
great torment for the soul. He will be exactly like an addict who has enjoyed a drug in
ignorance but when he becomes aware of the harms, the same joy becomes pain for him. In
the second case Allameh agrees that the torment will not be permanent.

In explaining the problem of evil both scholars consider evil unrelated to God and believe that
God did not predestine torment and torture for His revenge but each scholar has a different
explanation. For Ibn Qayyim torment and torture is Divine Action and the essence of evil in
hell is not the creation’s purpose and aim in itself but is an object that is foreordained for a
desirable result that is heaven. Allameh Tabataba’i, however, believes in the embodiment
(tajassum) of human actions in life in the hereafter and considers the torments as the result of
the actions of sinful people, not the result of the actions of God.

Keywords: Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah, Allameh Tabataba’i, immortality, hell, torment,
psychical properties
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A Study of the Relationship between Mulla Sadra's ** Extra-Intellectual Order"
and Kierkegaard's ""Sphere of Religion*
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Abstract

Is there a domain beyond the illogical intellect whose statements are antirational? This
question has always called gnosticism  to encounter rationalism. Thus, gnostics,
gnosticologists, and religionologists in both Christian west and Islamic east have always paid
attention to intellect and the extraintellectual order, and to the possible relationthip between
them. Mulla Sadra believed that neither the statements of the intellect are invalid in the
extraintellectual order, nor the statements of the latter in the former. Kierkegaard, on the other
hand, in his notion of human life stages, has labeled them as esthetic, ethical, and religious. In
his view, the religious domain is extra-rational and extra-ethical. In an analytic process, Mulla
Sadra has classified the implications and applications of the word "intellect”. In his view,
intellect is present in overall human domains and no order of humanity is void of the power of
reason. Additionally, in epistemological terms, intellect cannot be in conflict with other
components when opining within the domain of its own and its cognitive findings; and does
not proscribe its ulterior. In other words, errors emerge in the stage of intellect's decreeing,
not in the stage of senses' and intuition's reporting . Now the intellect itself is able to
recognize its limits, admit ignorance, and lead the humanity to the boundaries of extra-
rational matters. In Mulla Sadra's view, the epistemological and cognitive domain of
extraintellectual order and the complexity of knowledge within this domain are not accessible
to the intellect, being otherwise (e.g., through heart or revelation) achievable by humans. In
Kierkegaard's view, intellect as human capacity of thought is annexative; and experiences and
attitudes acquired in relation to the existence have formed human intellect; and the boundary
sought by the intellect is, in a sense, the very purpose or objective of the intellect. With his
partiality toward faith, Kierkegaard is a known to be a harsh critic of rationalism. He wants to
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remind his readers of limitations of human reason. Placing faith in the center of Christian
thinking, he believed that intellect has no role in religious creed; and that the object of faith
has to be paradoxical. Without submission to the paradoxical, the necessary passion and the
ground for decision would not be peovided. Submitting to the paradoxical, a passionate
human being displays his/her exyreme passion and commitment to the object of his/her faith,
which is a paradox, and paradoxical as much as the paradox itself. In Kierkegaard's view, the
void arising from the inconsistency of two discrete, and at the same time, subsequent issues
(ethical and religious life) is filled by an existential issue, namely deapair. Such a despair, he
argues, is an existential process swallowing the entire individual existence and is the result of
paradoxes and substantial impasses that an individual faces within the extant conditions of
his/her own life, becoming the turning point where a human being is detached fron morality
and adjoins religion. Such a despair is deliberaye and chosen. Humans cannot be desperate
without spliciting despair. When resolving it correctly, an individual would go beyond it
righteously. In Islamic view, however, faith is not an anti rational category. In Mulla Sadra’s
view, faith is inclusive of instinctive knowledge and intuitive knowledge. Faith has various
grades, one being intuitive. Another grade is the knowledge of God through argumentative
comparison. Although faith is a matter of heart/instinct, the heartfelt/instinctive faith is not
exclusive to exploratory knowledge; and knowledge of God through reasoning and arguments
could be considered heartfelt/inatinctive faith. He tries to reconcile intellect and religion; or in
other words, gnosticism and argumentation. In his specific semantic analytic method, Mulla
Sadra links elements seemingly not directly related to the concept of faith to it, even calling
them equivalents. He restructures other concepts such as light, science, wisdom, and intellect
into a new superior framework, renarrating the theological concept of faith using Koranic,
gnostic, and philosophical literature. That's why he tries to make an aperure between intellect
and heart when reaching the topic of extraintellectual order. Kierkegaard, on the other hand,
raises the issue of paradox when reaching the third stage of life or the sphere of religion in his
methodological model. He concludes that the sphere of religion, and entry to the stage of faith
is based on existenz and has no relevance to the conceptual existence and the concept of
existence, but some sort of unity is realized between it an the authentic exterior existence; and
even, one has to say, faith is the same as the existenz; and what he refers to as "extra-religion"
is an extraintellectual order. In his view, the process of faith requires detention of intellect,
which, of course, does not imply the omission and negation of intellect. Nulla Sadra,
however, with his interpretation of extra intellectual order, accepts the fact that it's
statements are not accessible to the intellect and the latter is incapable of fathoming then does
not imply that if a human being reaches an understanding of extra intellectual order using
other means than rationality, logics, and conceptual, influential methods, the intellect will
be deaf and blind toward such an understanding. He believes that the statements of the extra
intellectual order are not within the intellect's domain of comprehension but in another
domain are known as heartfelt /instinctive knowledge. In fact, he denies the alienation of
heart and mind because in his view, psyche has a transcendental essence and a collective
unity. Therefore, he does not consider heart and mind as mutually exclusive; and that
intellect does not deem impossible the heart's intuitions. His interpretations of extra
intellectual order are based on his specific view of intellect and Islamic anthropology.
However, when Kierkegaard considers the sphere of religion as irrational, he provides a
specific conception of humanity contradicting that of Nulla Sadra because he portrays human
beings as completely separate and aliens to one another as an archipelago. In fact, he closes
all windows between intellect and heart when stating that in the extra intellectual order, the
plunge is relevant, not rationalization. Hence the separation between Mulla Sadra's and
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Kierkegaard's thoughts. They both accept that intellect is not a complete source of knowledge
for fathoming the truth. Faced with the paradox in the sphere of religion, Kierkegaard
prescribed the detention of intellect. Mulla Sadra's, on the other hand, considers coordinated
and consistent the perceptual realms and knowledge domains in both areas of intellect and the
extra intellectual order beyond it. Kierkegaard is a life thinker who has considered the sphere
of religion to beyond beyond ethics, intellect, and esthetics in his categorization of life
stages. In both their views, the sphere of religion and extra intellectual order have a
mysterious and allegorical identity; an allegory which is not a poetic, literary lingo, but a
specific way of thinking and a specific method for achieving knowledge. This paper tries to
examine the similarities and dissimilarities of those two ways of living, namely, the sphere
of religion and the extra intellectual order in the views of the two great thinkers who have
developed them.
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The Relationship between Virtue and Happiness in Aristotle and Al-Farabi’s Views

Ali Saberi*
Seyed Mohammad Kazem Alavi**

Abstract

Throughout the history, different schools including both descriptive and non-descriptive ones,
have been concerned with revealing relationship between happiness and virtue. As the First
and Second teachers, Aristotle and Al-Farabi can be named as having very important roles in
this sense. So, the main tenet of ethics for these two philosophers is happiness, which is
mostly derived from virtue.

Considering theories of these two philosophers, it became evident that Aristotle had
significant effects on Islamic thinkers. In other words, they claim they have been strongly
influenced by Aristotle’s ideas. An obvious example for this can be ‘Nicomachean Ethics’
which attracted the attention of both western and eastern thinkers. As the greatest and the
most salient commentator, Al-Farabi could elaborate on Aristotle’s ideas on ethics and so
suggest a comprehensive theory of ultimate happiness and Utopia' (‘al-madinat al-fadilah').
On the other hand, following Aristotle, Al-Farabi divided ethics into two theoretical and
practical branches. Hence, basis of ethical theories introduced by the two of these
philosophers is based on happiness; However, Al-Farabi added notions of Islam and
mysticism to happiness.

The most straightforward definition that Aristotle offers for happiness concerns an ultimate
goal which humans are eagerly seeking to acquire it. He considers the best life as a happy life
which can be reached by reasoning about humans’ actions and reactions and through adopting
a viewpoint. In this sense, Aristotle introduced three types of lives, namely life with pleasure,
political life, and life with intellect; he knows the third type of life better and more sublime
than the other two.

In his book on ethics, Aristotle defined happiness as soul’s performance according to perfect
virtue. Regarding soul, Aristotle divided virtues into moral and rational ones. He believed that
virtue is inasmuch as its genus is a hexis (habit) and regarding to its species is a middle term.
All in all, he believed in doctrine of virtue as being a “golden mean” between the extremes of
excess and deficiency. Concerning the relationship between happiness and virtue, he believed
that these two elements are neither dependent on nor independent of one another. Therefore,
to distinguish between these two ends, attention must be paid to rules and goals: happiness is
according to goals and virtue is according to rules .He contended that virtue does not
guarantee happiness and that happiness requires something more than virtue.
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As the founder of Islamic philosophy, Al-Farabi’s definition of happiness is similar to that
introduced by Aristotle. That is, he knows happiness as the perfection that appeals to all
humans and every in some ways attempt to reach it.

In civil science whose aim is to define happiness, Al-Farabi divides happiness into two
categories: true happiness which is gained because of its essence and speculative happiness
which is delusive one. The latter can be also named as common shares such as wealth,
knowledge, etc. What Al-Farabi speaks of virtue is mostly like what Greek people conceived
of ‘Aréte’. He named virtue as a thing with inherent goodness and as a fundamental concept
of achieving happiness. He classifies virtues into four classes of theoretical virtues, intentional
virtues, moral virtues, and practical arts.

Following Plato, Al-Farabi deems of 'virtuous city' (‘al-madinat al-fadilah') as a healthy
complete body whose parts would function well. In this view, ‘virtuous city' (‘al-madinat al-
fadilah') is a society where its members know happiness, cooperate to achieve it and ultimate
destiny of all members is interweaved. For exemplifying the relationship between happiness
and virtue, he presents the allegory of soul and body. In his viewpoint, both happiness and
virtue imply perfection in a way that humans can achieve the second perfection (happiness)
through acquiring the first perfection (virtue); this type of happiness include humans’ ultimate
sublimity and great happiness. Therefore, considering those two as the goals, Al-Farabi knew
these two elements as being dependent on one another and no separate from one another.
Moreover, he expressed that happiness is in a higher rank than virtue.

Keywords: Happiness, Virtue, Goodness, Aristotle, Al-Farabi, Perfection, ethics, 'virtuous
city' (‘al-madinat al-fadilah").
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Revisiting of The negative and positive theologies in the Gradation of existence
theory

Hamed Naji *

Abstract

The negative and positive theologies are two intellectually compaction positions that have
attracted most Islamic thinkers since the early Islamic period. Tashbih and tanzih means
likening and cleansing or purifying respectively. These two technical words in theology
describe human encounter with God. Accordingly Asharites tends towards Positive theology
and Mutazale and Shiite tend towards Negative Theology. There are some Shiete thinkers,
however, to compromise this situation. Based on different assumptions and presuppositions
we can discern the following compromised versions:

1.  Mild Anthrophomorphism: based on the communality of God and human attributes and
reflections on Human contingency and God's necessity

2. Prevalence of existence and its unity: based on Ibn Arabi's mystical philosophy

3. Gradation of existence: based on Sadra's transcendental philosophy

By looking at the most over-looked fundamental principles of Transcendental Philosophy, I
will take a look the possible reconciliations of Negative and Positive theology in this paper.
At the end, I will argue for its most plausible version

Keywords: Positive theology (Tashbih), Negative Theology (Tanzih), Gradation of existence,
transcendental philosophy, 1bn Arabi's mystical philosophy
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Comparative study of Hadarat-e khams in viewpoints of Gheisari & Imam
Khomeini
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Hossein Zahmatkesh Zanjani**

Abstract

One of the crucial concepts that was nurtured and coined as a mystical expression in the Ibn
Arabi's school of thought is the Five Realms of Existence (Hazarat-e Khams). These realms
are general levels of existence, referring to levels and ranks of Absolute Existence, wherein
these levels are manifest. These levels are: 1. Lahoot (Realm of Divinity), 2. Jabaroot (Realm
of Omnipotency), 3. Malakoot (Angelic Realm), 4.Nasoot (Realm of Humans), which is also
called Molk, and 5. Perfect man. The present study comprehensively examines the essential
dimensions of this concept and its characteristics in Islamic mysticism, following a
comparative approach on the views of two of the most prominent mystics of Islam, namely
Davood Gheisari and Imam Khomeini.

Like Ibn Arabi and Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi whose status in explaining the Five Realms is
undeniable, Davood Gheisari plays a key role in explanation and delineation of this concept.
As the most famous and prominent exegete of Ibn Arabi's writings, he has authored many
books and papers, so good that later commentaries are a mere repetition of Gheisari's
interpretations. Thus, studying Ibn Arabi's thought based on the interpretations of Gheisari has
made our job easier. In the case of the Quintuple Realms too, Gheisari, more than others, has
talked about this subject, expanding Ibn Arabi's thought while staying faithful to him.
Therefore, the works of Gheisari about these Realms provides the most comprehensive
discussion on the subject. One of the more recent mystic theorist talking extensively about the
Quintuple Realms in his works is Imam Khomeini. Although he sees himself following the
Ibn Arabi's school of thought, sometimes he introduces new theories around mystical matters,
including the Quintuple Realms. This is further corroborated by examining his thoughts in
relation to stages of the essence of divinity, divine names, Feiz-e Aghdas (the holier grace),
Feiz-e Moghaddas (the holy grace), and etc.

All described so far regarding the Quintuple Realms are famous stories among mystics, which
were initially recorded by Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi. Many Islamic mystics, including Gheisari,
Imam Khomeini, and many others, have accepted this narrative, explaining the Quintuple
Realms in the same manner. The first Realm i.e. the Absolute Hidden (Gheybe Motlagh),
which is also called Lahoot among mystics, is concerned with the stage of the essence and
unity that is the second manifestation of God Almighty, the place of His names and attributes,
and the place of Permanent Archetypes (A'yan-e Sa'beteh). Many other mystics agree on this.
Thus, the first manifestation and the Unity Essence (Zat-e Ahadiyat) are not a part of the
Realms. The reason behind this is clear: this level of essence (Zaat) is characterized by the
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lack of absolute Divine Manifestation. The names and objects in the Unity Essence are not
part of a conceptual and applicable Essence, rather they are, existentially and conceptually,
the selfsame Essence.

The second Realm is the Added Hidden (Gheyb-e Mozaf), which is close to the Absolute
Hidden, and is called Jabaroot in mysticism. It is the inside of the Realm of Nasoot (also,
Shahadat) and the purgatory between the bottom Lahoot Realm and top of the realm of
Malakoot, which cannot be touched or felt. The third Realm is Malakoot. Malakoot, which is
also called the world of Mesal or example, is the Realm of the Added Hidden close to
Absolute Hidden and is the place of unseen (Gheibi) examples and meanings. Contrary to the
views of some of the mystics, Gheisari believes that this world is not Arazi (i.e. it does not
need an object in order to exist, like color), rather it is of essence. The same idea can be found
in Imam Khomeini's remarks that Malakoot (Angelic Realm) is devoid of matter and yet
belongs to it. All creatures have a Malakoti or Angelic life and Malakoot is life and
knowledge all over. The next in line of external worlds is the world of Molk or Shahadat and
is called Nasoot (Realm of Humans) in mysticism, which encompasses all planetariums and
earth is in its center. Regarding the world of Molk, Gheisari gives special attention to the
human world. Describing the stages of Quintuple Realms, Imam Khomeini introduces the
world of Molk as the shadow of the Absolute Shahadat Realm.

The Perfect Man is the fifth and last of these Realms. In theoretical mysticism, mankind holds
an outstanding status, so much so that Gheisari contends Man is the reason for the creation of
this world. Imam Khomeini too believes human to be a creature of infinite nature that cannot
fit in one description and yet it can take any form. This is what is meant by the saying that a
human being is devoid of any specific matter. Explaining the special position of perfect man,
he believes that all divine perfections are present and fixed in mankind and all qualities
attributed to God can be attributed to a perfect man too. In Islamic mysticism perfect man is
usually equated with the Mohammadian Truth. Mohammadian Truth is, in a sense, the
Mohammadian Soul, which is the first issuance from the blessings of God Almighty that
philosophers call it the First Intelligible, as mentioned my Gheisari. Imam Khomeini follows
his master, Imam Shahabadi, when he introduces another truth called the Oloviyeh Truth,
which is not inherently different from the Mohammadian Truth.

The results of the study can be outlined accordingly:

1. The idea of Quintuple Realms was initially introduced and nurtured by lbn Arabi's
mystical school.

2. There are many similarities and distinctions between mystical interpretations of Gheisari
and Imam Khomeini regarding these Realms. It should be taken into account that Imam
Khomeini's mysticism is derived from Shia mysticism

3. Keywords used by Gheisari include: the stages of divine essence, absolute hidden,
external levels, the world of multiplicity, divine names and attributes, permanent archetypes,
worlds of Mesali (the likes or examples), perfect man, Mohammadian truth.

4. Keywords used by Imam Khomeini include: stages of essence, external stages, Feiz-e
Aghdas (the holier grace), Feiz-e Moghaddas (the holy grace), world of multiplicity, divine
names and attributes, perfect man, Mohammadian truth, Oloviyeh truth, Velayat
(quardianship), and Adam Al-oliya.

5. Both Imam Khomeini and Gheisari did not stop at explaining and critiquing mystical
paradigms of Ibn Arabi, rather they introduced new concepts that were absent from Ibn
Arabi's writings.

6. The reflections of Imam Khomeini of the Quintuple Realms complements the
interpretations of Gheisari.
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The Study of Wilfred Cantwell Smith’Viewpoint on the Problem of Religious Diversity

Hamed Nazarpour Najafabadi*
Ghorban Elmi**
Mojtaba Zarvani*™™*

Abstrac

The issue of religious diversity, the religious truth and salvation of the followers of religions
is one of the important issues of religious studies, especially philosophy of religion. On this
issue there are three viewpoints: religious exclusivism, religious inclusivism and religious
pluralism. This study reviews Cantwell Smith's viewpoint about the issue of religious
diversity.

Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1916-2000) is one of the contemporary scholars in religious studies
and one of the thinkers of the twentieth century with extensive knowledge in various fields of
the humanities. He is one of the best historians of the twentieth century in the comparative
study of religion.

The Study of Cantwell Smith's works and his views on religious diversity show that he is
follower of religious pluralism. Smith's life, personal beliefs and communication with people
of other faiths is an influential factor in shaping his pluralistic vision. His experience with
other religions, kept him from general thinking about the other religions, and he gradually
came to the conclusion that they are not unsaved and without God; but their lives, just like
Christians, has religious features and traits.

Type of his communication and administrative and social activities in convergence Christian
sects and followers of different religions, reflects his pluralistic spirit and thought.

According to Smith's personal approach in religious studies, his emphasis on the distinction
between internal and external aspects of religion, emphasizing on the inner aspect of religion,
i.e. faith, personal faith and incapacity of others in approve or reject faith, his pluralistic view
can be inferred. According to Smith, the study of religion is to investigate the meaning of the
appearances of religion in the eyes of those who believe in it, study people’s faith and survey
persons, not study data.

Smith believes that the concepts of faith and cumulative tradition should be used instead of
the word religion. For him, faith is a personal experience or personal connection with the
transcendent. The materials and visible subjects of religion are cumulative tradition. Faith is
unique; but since faith has no form, except when expressed in certain forms, it is always
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diverse and varied. He likens faith to love. Love can be expressed in various forms in words
and behavior and is at the heart of people and beyond these expressions.

Cantwell Smith explicitly denies the theory of one true religion and believes in plurality of
true religion. He also believes in the oneness of God (or the absolute reality) and denies the
unbreakable bond between God and religion.

Smith's view about the truth and salvation of other religions is also pluralistic. According to
Smith, the truth of religion is the quality of one's faith. He believes that the saving truth is in
all religious traditions and in every person with pure faith. According to him, all the words,
actions, rituals and religious principles are tools pushing people to the sublime. He is opposed
to religious exclusivism and put it in conflict with the Christian teachings.

Smith also rejects religious inclusivism and believes that no religious tradition can fully know
God. He argued that the salvation is in "human heart" and is obtained with "nostalgia and the
love of God". In Smith's view, God can be known partially and there is no complete and
definitive knowledge about God.

Another Cantwell Smith's ideas, is "the unity of humankind’s religious history ", from which
the equality of all religions or religious pluralism is inferred. The context of this unique
historic process is one reality of faith and beyond this, is one God or the transcendent. The
theory of the unity of humankind’s religious history indicates equality of different religious
traditions that shape this history.

Smith accepts the reality of religious diversity, and never says different religions are the same.
He says that different religions (i.e. forms and manifestations of faith) historically linked
together. In other words, religious history is unique; because different forms and expressions
of faith around the world are linked together. The truth of all religions (i.e. the faith) is the
same and the difference is in the cumulative tradition and all religions are equal in truth and
salvation.

As a result, Cantwell Smith based on the definition of religion, is a religious pluralist in
religious truth and salvation.

Keywords: Cantwell Smith¢ Religious Diversity¢ Pluralism¢ Faith« Cumulative Tradition
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