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Rochelle Davis, John Obert Voll, ed
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Islam and the Muslim World. Macmillan
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3- Pluralism of Reliegions

4- Transcendent Unity of Religions
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8. theocentric.
9. anonymous Christians.
10. reverse mirror-imaging

11. Transformation by integration.
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knowledge, power generation and weath creation capacity of the international religious
Superstructural.

The study shows scriptures scriptures have the capacity for internationa culture.
Fortunately, all of the capacity on the basis of religion and Islam Superstructural capacity
discuss the most comprehensive and highest capacity in international culture.
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Monotheistic Religions, International, Capacity, Capacity Building, Culture.
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Monotheistic religions capacitiesin thefield of international culture

Zahra Ghasem Nezhad*
Fer eshte motamed langroudi?

Abstract

All divine Shray have been exported from a source of truth and life beyond the events and
historical changes. The essence of religion lies in the different forms of the same fact in
different Shrythay been manifested in the historical periods. Quran says in this field: " He
hath ordained for you that religion which He commended unto Noah, and that which We
inspire in thee (Muhammad) (and that which We commended unto Abraham and Moses and
Jesus, saying: Establish the religion, and be not divided therein. Dreadful for the idolaters is
that unto which thou called them. Allah chooses for Himself whom He will, and guides unto
Himself him who turned (toward Him)" (Al- Shora:13)

This fact shows the monotheistic religions have the potential to interact and communicate
with each other in various international role, Because if religions do not have the capacity of
integration and how they can interact with each other side by side in an internationa arena
and role. The theoretical discussion about culture discovered monotheism monotheistic
religions and analysis capacity is sufficient. As was demonstrated this capacity, capacity
building should be paid to this important come true. After the Convergence of the capacity of
the monotheistic religions convergence step to capacity building in the field of culture of
monotheism in the field of international culture.

The present research, a qualitative study with study documents, databases, articles and
books monotheistic religions, cultures and the culture and civilization of books, with the
capacity-building approach and based on content analysis is consistency. The study
population consisted of all documents and materials related to the topic of debate.

According to this article, the discussion of monotheistic religions capacities in the field of
international culture is a practical discussion which discovery of the capacity of the capacity
building should be carried out before any action should be capacity-building interaction and
convergence of monotheistic religions. According to the foundation of the unity and devotion
to the monotheistic culture such as human dignity, morality, justice, provinces, spirituality
plays a role in shaping the international culture and the achievement of the internationally
trained and educated, moral people who are supposed to build a statue of civilization World
Unity. Based on the concept and model that offer internationa religions, cultures and
religions capacity in international culture into Is divided basic capacity and Capacity
superstructure. Religions interact with each other, interact with al world religions, providing
basic and fundamental theology capacity monotheistic religions in the world of international
culture. Integration of reason and revelation, combining the material and spiritual life,

! Assistant professor, the Quranic Sciences and Jurisprudence Department, the University of Shiraz, Shiraz,

Iran(Answerable Author). Z_ghasemi @yahoo.com

2 Graduate student of Sciences of Quran and Hadith in Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.
f_motamad_2011@yahoo.com



26 / Comparative Theology, Vol: 6 , No: 13, Spr&a@ummer 2015

Keywords
Name, Sephirot, Heaven, Kingdom, Angel, World, TiaoStar.

Bibliography

— Quran

Old Testament

Bahrani, SayedHashim (1428), al-Burhan fi TafdiQairan, Qum, Dar al-Mujtaba.
Burckhardt, Titus (1393), Mystical Astrology accorgl to IbnArabi, Trans. By:
LeylaKebritchi& Mahdi Habibzade, Tehran, Mawla Haétion.

— Ibn 'Arabi, Muhammad (1390), 'Aglat al-Mustafiz,hfan, Mawla Publication.

— Imam Khumeini, Ruhollah, (1381), Commentary of $lamd, Tehran, The institute for
editing and publishing of Imam Khumeini's works.

— MudaresZanuzi, Mulla 'Abdullah (1371), AnvarJaliydehran, Amir Kabir Publication.

— Nasafi, 'lzudin (1381), Zubda al-Haqaiq, Tehranhdmni Publication.

— Qunavi Sadr al-Din (1371), al-Fukuk fi AsrarMustdatHikam al-Fusus, Trans.
Muhammad Khajavi, Tehran, Mawla Publication.

- Schaya,1371,The Universal Meaning of the Kabbalahnslated from the French by
Nancy Pearson ,University Books, Inc,Secaucus.

— Sharif Kashani, MulaHabibollah, (1387), AsmaullakHaisna, Tehran, Yas-e Behesht
Publication.

— Tabatabaie, Sayed Muhammad Husein (1376), al-MiZEnans. Sayed Muhammad
BagirMusaviHamedani, Tehran, Raja and Amir KabiblRations.

- http:// www.Kabbalah .info/engkab/ehezohar.

- http:// www.Sacred —texts.com/jud/yet zirah.htm.

— http:// one,heaven.org/ sacred —texts/book/Bodkrafch.



Comparative Theology, Vol: 6, No: 13, Spring & Summer 2015/ 25

Relationship between the Divine Names and the Heavensin the Kabbalistic Doctrine
and Islamic Tradition

Ebrahim Rezaie!
Amin Hasanrad?

Abstract

It can safely be said that, realizing divine names and theiracknowledgment in hierarchy of
existence,forms the basis of mysticism. Turning away from this notion means putting aside
mysticism as a whole.lt is within this degree of conduct that the mystical seekerexceeds the
level of certain states and positions and reaches the level of cognition. Likewise, the topic of
the relationship between divine names and different levels of existence is one of the basic
issues of Kabbalisticmysticism.This is quite similar to the topics discussed in its counterpart
in Islamic mysticism.In Kabbalistic Jewish mystical way, discussions about the kingdom of
heaven,the functions of each angel assigned to different tasks in every heaven and the
relationship between divine names known as "Sephirot” and each of the heavens, play
significant parts inthe issue.

From the perspective of Kabbalistic mystics, the realm of emanation of existenceis divided
into four main sections: Names of God, the Throne, the Heavens and the world of matter.The
first Kabbalistic world also known as Asilut, includes the main ten names of God, among
which the first three emanate particularly at the level of throne or as it is called Beriyah, and
the other seven names emanate in the seven heavens, meanwhile the world of matter or
Asiyah is the place devoted to the manifestation of al divine names. As it is indicated in
various parts of this study, similar issues can be traced in Islamic mystica literature.
Accordingly, the present article consists of three parts:

In the first part, referring to the two main Kabbalistic sources, i.e. SeferYetzirah and Sefer
Zohar, the ten main names of God have been introduced without which the understanding of
Kabbalah is impossible. The second part is devoted to elaborating on the level of the throne
and describing its conveyers and clarifying which divine name is relevant to which of these
mysterious elements. In the third part, the seven angels have been described and their
corresponding divine names have been introduced.Here, we have aso tried to indicate that
according to Islamic texts, how various angels and the seven heavensare connected with
different stars and are the manifestations of which divine names. The fourth part concerns
with other levels of the heaven. Also included in this part, the comparative study of the
fifteen-level Planetariums and their residents inlslamic and Jewish mysticisms. This leads to
the disclosure of the fact that which level is the emanation of which divine name.
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second kind, on the other hand, is a necessarggdiahd emerges in order to make the
religion more meaningful. The goal of the lattertassave the humankind from the social
crisis and is to make the religions more cohedNevab believes that there are two factors
which have turned the attention of believers atidioeis leaders to the necessity of the inter-
religious dialog in its new meaning; first is theposition culture i.e. the mix of some
extremist and modernized elements inside the o#igyiand the second is the gap between
new aspects of religious thinking and the curreaditions inside the religion. The necessity-
oriented approach requires the two sides of thiegliavoid the theological and philosophical
disputes. It also requires change and modificatiothe constitutional laws regarding the
religious minorities and new interpretation of thésws according to the new conditions.

The background-oriented approach is based on #hesvof Achammmad Masied Jamei.
According to this approach, there are some intellc social and historical backgrounds
which are the base for the emergence of a newmf@tiothe inter-religious dialog. In genearl,
Masjed Jamei corresponds the formation of everiondiased on two major factor; first, the
atmosphere and the social context in which theonadtias been created, second, the concept
transfer of one word from one field to another.rRrie viewpoint of this analysis, the inter-
religious dialog is dependent to the intellectsalcial and historical backgrounds and gets its
meaning from the new conditions. Masjed Jamei betig¢hat the Shiites has been always an
axis for presenting a new meaning of inter-religiaialog due to their different methodology
I.e. using the intellect in the theological arguma¢ion as well as the existence of a historical
and traditional memory. Therefore, by taking ttpp@ach, one can make contributions to the
legitimacy of the inter-religious dialog which hiasen weakened due to the globalization by
focus on the common values and their rational egilan, re-looking to the old patterns of
dialog in the historical memory and tolerance ie thcceptance of the others' religious
discourse.

Keywords
Dialog, Inter-religious dialog, interaction-oriedte dialog, necessity-oriented dialog,
background-oriented dialog.
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Theoretical Viewsin Inter-religious Dialogin Iran

Majid Jafarian®
Mohammad Maged Jamei®

Abstract

It has almost passed one century from the emergence of the idea of the inter-religious
dialog. The idea, being based on the assumption that no religion has the absolute truth,
believes that there is the possibility of the dialog between all the existent religions in the
socia world. The diaog could make the coexistence and peace between the religions
possible. The importance of thisissueis increasingly growing and different ideas have been
presented in the different religion departments worldwide. After the Iranian Islamic
Revolution, a new image of Islam was offered to the world. An image whose true exposure
made the use of the inter-religious dialog unavoidable. This also caused appearance of
different views between the Muslim scholars. This article seeks to provide a presentation of
three different approaches to the inter-religious dialog by exploring the works of three
eminent scholars in the field; Mohaghegh Damad, Abolhassan Navab and Mohammad Masjed
Jamei. These three approaches are:

* Inter-religious dialog as an interaction-oriented action

e Inter-religious dialog as a necessity-oriented action

* Inter-religious dialog as a backgroubd-oriented action

The necessity-oriented action is the approach taken by Mohaghegh Damad. He emphasizes
on the acceptance of other religions. The active action referring to this acceptance is the
foundation of this approach. This approach, accepting the developmental discourse in the
meaning of inter-religious dialog, believes that this kind of dialog has been evolved from
defensive and opposing to a new meaning. Hence, the inter-religious dialog in its new
meaning possesses three conditions; the existence of common rights, emphasis on mutual
respect and the effort for the two sides for religious exchange. This approach assumes that we
must first establish a pattern from the current experiences of inter-religious dialogs in order to
have an ideal cooperation and to fortify it. Then we could harmonize, by changing our
attitude, our thoughtful interactions with other religions in order to solve the common issues
such as the environment protection, the family and the human rights.

The necessity-oriented action is the approach taken by Abolhassan Navab. He assumes two
subjective interpretation of the inter-religious dialog. A dialog which is defined based on the
western experience and atmosphere and a dialog which takes its roots from the eastern
discourse. There is no necessity for the first dialog which is named prudential dialog and this
is exigtent just to maintain the survival of the secular elements in the modern society. The
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will be to hold the interreligious dialogue. In diilth to increasing the level of religion's
tolerance toward "religious other", and would drilie interreligious dialogue toward a more
real one, this quality would turn the religious ntley from static and self-sufficiency

phenomenon to a more dynamic and pluralistic one.
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Interreligious Dialogue and the Problem of " Religious Other™ in the Theology of
Religions

Ahmad Moghri*
M ehrab Sadeghnia’
Mahdi Salehi®

Abstract

Interreligious dialogue has never been the sulgjeektensive debate as it is today. It looks
like human has never experienced the importancéeifg different as profoundly and
tangibly when facing with the everyday conceptathérness"” as he does these days. It leaves
no wonder why the interreligious dialogue has bezaminevitable task in the present era.

The formation and then the fruitfulness of integielus dialogue are based more than
everything else on the recognition of the "religicather. Dialogue entails devoting certain
space for others and admitting others and wheantes to interreligious dialogue it requires
providing special space for other religions andirtteherents. The nature of religion,
however, presupposes obligation and negation thatobligation toward the religious
doctrines and negation of other religions. Thusysatering this fact, is it possible for
religions to admit "religious other" and welcome thterreligious dialogue?

The present study is based on this assumptionthigatcontrast between interreligious
dialogue and "religious other" from the viewpoirfttbeology is the result of theological
interpretation that the followers of a religion viduhave of other religions. The three
approaches of exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralissach of which requires specific
theological interpretation toward other religiomsake up the paradigms that have been
formed within the theology of religions over timadahave done their best to solve the
problem of "religious other"

In this paper, at first the value judgment of theee paradigms referring to the theology of
religions with regard to religious diversity wilekanalyzed, then using the Baumann's theory
of "Grammars of Identity / Alterity” we will tryat elaborate on the relationship between the
interreligious dialogue and the problem of "religgoother” from the perspective of the three
mentioned theological patterns.

Based on the findings of the study each of the uskeb, inclusive and pluralistic
interpretation of theology offers a different expéion of the terms "self" and "other" and
seeks a specific tie with the notion "religious esth Accordingly, there is a meaningful
relationship between interreligious dialogue anel way the "religious other" is interpreted.
The more Christian theology indicates acceptanc&diigious other" the more probable it
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1- In Aquinas's version, God is looked upon as onlg tweative cause, while in
Allamah's version, besides being creative causel &aonsidered as continuing cause as
well.

2- Agquinas's argument is based upon the philosopbpitatiple of invalidity of infinite
regress, also he claims a regress of material sawbé&ch is not in fact invalid, while in
Allamah's version no philosophical principle is supposed. It is worth mentioning that in
philosophy, the invalidity of regress in causeseai&s on three requirements: actualization,
sequence and unity of existence of all causesefirer the infinite regress of material causes
which lacks the mentioned requirements is not idvaAlso Thomas's version of the proof,
although does not concern any divine act or atteipwhen it comes to proving the existence
of necessary existent, cannot prove His absoluseeshis argument consists of the concepts
such as gradation or multiplicity of existence anéhils to prove the absoluteness of Creator,
on the other hand, Allamah Tabatabai's versionhef groof, first focuses on proving the
absoluteness of God's essence and then considensetiessity as its initial determining
quality.

3- Thomas's version presupposes and applies the dsnokpecessity and possibility,
while in Allamah's version such concepts are nqtdlieitly mentioned and although in his
argument, the existents are divided into necesaady possible, the intended meaning is
different from that inferred by Aquinas's version.
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A comparative study of Tabatabai and Aquinas's verngns of the proof of necessity
and possibility

Masome Salari Rad
Mohammad Hosein Mahdavinejad

Abstract

The existence of God is such an important topid¢ tes long preoccupied the human
mind. In philosophy of religion, philosophers hatreed in different ways to prove the
existence of God. The proof of necessity and pdagids one of the cosmological
demonstrations which involves proving the existeat&od using a posterior approach. In
Western philosophy, Thomas Aquinas, influenced &gnhic philosophy, has presented a
particular version of this proof. In Islamic phitgghy, the proof has been referred to as
‘burhan al-siddigin’ (proof of the veracious). Qrig¢he scholars who has especially discussed
about it is Allamah Tabatabai. His version of tlpof can be illustrated through the
following points.

1- The objective reality of existence is its tring which lies against fallacy.

2- This reality is what every sentient being musvitably accept and cannot take in any
form of nullity.

3- When a reality cannot be null, it means it isgssary and because reality cannot be
mixed with inexistence, it has eternal necessity averything requires reality if they are to
exists.

Thus, the necessary existence of God is cleaeaidént for human beings and the proofs
of God's existence function as reminding element.

The version of the proof of necessity and poss$ybipresented by Aquinas can be
explained as follows:

1- There exist the possible beings (the being whichbmaexistent or non-existent)

2- The possible existents are eternal which meansdf éntire universe is possible
existent, it did not exist at a particular time.

3- If the entire universe were possible existent,aulgn’t exist even now, while it exists
now.

4- Thus the whole universe cannot be just possiblstexi, and it must include a
necessary existent as well.

5- Every necessary existent receives its existenberditom its own or from others.

6- The necessary existents that receive their existéwen others cannot rely on others
in an endless manner (infinite regress is invalid)

7- There is a being who is necessary self-existent.

In this essay after the analysis and criticism othbversions, the similar and different
aspects will be stated, some of which are as follow
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According toShiacommentators , the"moderate comtyumiave minimal meaning and
not maximal. Obtained on Shia traditions "moder@m®mmunity” composed of some and not
all Muslims, and some commentators have arguedthiigaQuran is clear and apparent in
dissatisfaction with some Muslims.

According to the inward interpretation of Islam dticanscendent unity of religion”, one
religion over other religions have placed, it is tmity of religions.

In general, the Quran, have especial comment agiae$ and none of the current theories
do not fully explain the Quran's view. Quran calito the word of God equally between
religions, but this call to Islam is for all and ape is not who excluded from the invitation.

and also the belief of the Prophet vertical, hoakklrcommunity center Shiites and people
can be people through Bit interpreted not all Musliclaim Islam. Another important point is
that the starting point should be first religionaofyone.

At the end we can say: the theory of "transcendaity of religions”, with a focus on the
true Islam and monotheistic religions version aé fossibility of unity, has the following
unique features:

* the need to penetration in religionand religiowgtation to unity of the religious path
unique to each of them

* struggle with exclusivismand requirement for pess of Muslims in unity

* minimalistic interpretation of the moderate natiand the vertical understanding of
witness.
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Unity, plurality, Islam, religions.
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Theory of Transcendent unity of Religion

Hossein Ali Torkamany*
M ohammad Reza Freidooni?
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Abstract

This descriptive-analytic study by method in thenfoof a library in the field of Sciences
of Quran and Hadith and suggests a new theory fherelce of views about the religious
judgments. The main problem is in one hand, thea@srrecognition of the plurality of
religions in some verses and in other hand,ther athises those can be seen on the negation
of religious plurality. In light of certain verses this issue, some of thinkers have raised
under different titles such as Traditionalism drigieus pluralism and the unity of religions
and religious pluralism and so on.

mentioned religions in Quran, are essentially samthe Islam and monotheism. Thus
there are the consensus on essential unity ofieeigand disagreement onhistoric unity of
religions that is a source of more disagreementsd adifferent issues.
Quran has determined the "bestdispute” asa metladeaing with religious laws that
requires faith to common elements that is the fitSla although the "bestdispute" in light of
the transcendental unity.

This means that "best dispute" is a line betwesactgal and theoretical pluralism.
Instead of denying the "people of the Book", yowdttake "Astbga on charity" or
overtaking on virtues. The rule stated in the Qucan be call"penetration in religion" and
through this we can have better understand of thea@s emphasis on reinforcement the
Torah and the Gospel.

However It should not be as pluralists, we havenadalam as only a religion in other
religions.according to the Qur'an, the Prophethes witness of the Muslims and people of
Islam are witnesses of other peoples. total of ameé mystical interpretation of the verses
with these verses that explain Muslim religiousesigrityindicate that the teachings of Islam
has started fromthe holy scriptures, but underptiestige and the testimony of the teachings
of the Prophet can be searched.

In the Quran, the Muslim community have been calletbderate community”. The
Important result of The difference between vertizadlerstanding from the horizontalis in the
unity of religion. by the witness of nation of Isla meaning the mediator between God and
the Prophet of the People, the context of the wamity conflict resolution among the people to
be provided.
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Examination and compar ative study of the Ascension of The Prophet of Islam In The
View Of Michael Sells And Anne-mari e Shamil with Inter- Religious Attitude

Babollah M ohammadi*
M ahdi 1zadi?

Abstract

Michael Sells, American scholar of Quran,about Aseension (Mi,raj) of the prophet
(PBUH) focuses on three issues: First, the Mi,emmt is not used in the Quran and the
ascension of the explanation is not enough. secblohammad is no different from the
miracle of the Quran is the miracle of God,he i$ aoything else, Quran states. Third,
Ascension of the prophet (PBUH) has been in sleepp @ream.According to him, the
discussion about the layers of the subject is basaidly on the evidence of Quran.In this
case, only limited information can be found in #hera chapter (sooreh) of the Quran.In
addition, he has tried to make the Ascension efremd Jewish traditions and the effects
Bvdaysm.actually the orientalist's goal is to prothee absence of ascension of the
prophet(PBUH).

In contrast, Anne-marie Shamil stayes that proghetcension derived from the first verse
of Asra sura and believes that two processes(huarand vertical)for prophet happened.and
unlike Michael,he knows mi,raj from the God miracknne-Marie because her sufficient the
Sunni sources is doubt with belief in the physiaatl spiritual ascension,in some of her
votes,such as; visible or not visible in the asmn®f God by the prophet.Despite the
fundamental criticism that some elements of themhef two Orientalists arrived,positive
points are observed in their ideas.in this artigke have tried to express the views of the
Orientalists, then to review their ideas considered

Keywords
Prophet(PBUH), Michael Sells, Anne-Marie Shamilygibal and spiritual Ascension.
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existence, evils, which are derived from essenaeg lsecondary existence as well, while in
Allameh Tabatabaie's view, essence is a merelyestiog phenomenon and thus, evils being
the components of essence, will also be subjet¢tive This is the fundamental difference
between the views of Allameh and Sadr in the exgilan of this argument and due to the
accuracy and perspicuity of Allameh's versionMisv is preferable.

Keyword
Connective existence, Independent existence, Qioged®agiqgeh
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Comparing evil solution from Sadra and Allame Tabatabaei,s point of view according
to dependant and independant existence

M asoume Vahidit
Jafar Shanazari2

Abstract

The problem of evil has been presented in logindl @idential forms and has managed to
undermine religious doctrines, leading to seriotiicisms against religious beliefs. The
theists have attempted to solve the problem thralifferent ways. One of these attempts
made in Islamic philosophy is the argument agahmsiproblem of evil through explaining the
connective and independent existences. Accordinyltitla Sadra, the objective solitary
reality of every existent stems from the existewbéch includes two levels: the independent
existence and the connective one. All of the cotmee@xistents are ultimately related to an
independent existent that contains all the othegléeof existence. The connective existence
can be illustrated in two different ways:

According to the first picture, the connective éxid has the same existence as the
independent being, while based on the second pgegsmnit has an independent and distinct
existent. It is because every contingent being is®f two dimensions of essence and
existence. Its existence stems from God and thugoisnected to Him and has no
independence, and its essence is the absolutengo#ss.

Based on Sadra, the essence which emanates fropnetbence of connective existence, is
the source of all evils in the universe. Since @lksence is existing indirectly and due to the
connective existence and has no form of existeyaeself, the evils which can be described
as the privation of good, all are derived from¢lssence and are regarded as nullity.

According to Allamah, the connective existentstagebeings which are totally related and
affiliated to the independent existent and are naéggh as the manifestations and evidences of
His existence. These beings are accompanied bty constraints and negation which are
imagined through the concept of essence. In fags the human mind which manages to
imagine the connective existent as independenteatrdct the concept of essence from the
existing objects, thus, if mind is removed thenmaas no essence and therefore, evils being
derived from the essence, will be inexistent asl.witcording to Allameh, the evils are
subjective and can be interpreted differently ffedent people. The argument resorting to
the concepts of connective and independent exsstentsolve the problem of evil has a
special interpretation of the nullity of evil, whican have various explanations based on the
different looks at the connective existence aspeddent or dependent. In Mulla Sadra's view
which regards the connective existence as havisgneg, and essence as having secondary
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Shiite and Mutazilite theology, it is proved thaetShiites have obtained their theological
teachings from their Imams and not from the Muteeslor anyone else.
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The Shiites, the Mutailites, Theology, Principlesam Ali
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The Primacy of Shiite Theology over that of the Mutazilites

Habib Karkon Beiraq®
Tuba K er mani®

Abstract

Shiites' historically tumultuous life has alwaysheexposed to numerous charges. One of
these charges is the claim that the Shiites haveived their creed from the Mutazilites.
Despite the antiquity of the charge and the faat 8hia scholars have tried to answer it, the
charge is still in force. The present study seakgeview the historical roots of such
allegations and tries to investigate their causeeeferring to some old and modern sources.
It also attempts to reply the charges by indicatimg distinctions between the Shiite and
Mutazilite theological systems and as a result phienacy of Shiite theology over the
Mutazilite will be proved. To reject the claim sagithe Shiites have obtained their creeds
from the Mutazilites, we have mentioned numerow®fs;, the titles of which are as follow:

A) The refutations offered by the Shiites agaihst Mutazilites

B) The rebukes of the Mutazilites by Shiite Imamd acholars

C) The debates of Shiite Imams and scholars weéh\Mhtazilites

D) The conversion of some Mutazilites to the Shiism

E) Shiism has been charged with "®dby the Mutzilites.

F) The difference between Shiite and Mutazilitétpal position.

G) The Shiite belief in infallible Imam, despiteetMutzilites.

H) The fundamental differences of Shiite and Mailii@ beliefs.

In this research, to answer the question: "whyShgtes are called Mutazilite by some?"
four different reasons have been offered whichaariollow:

A) Shiite and Mutazilite common views in some piphes such as the idea of freewill, and
rational good and evil.

B) Studentship of Zaid bin Ali with Vasil bin 'Ata

C) The Mutazilites calling themselves as the Shiite

D) The practice of Tagiyyeh by some Shiite scholars

Based on what was mentioned above, the differémiaf Shiite and Mutazilite theologies
are proved. To prove the primacy of Shiite theologgr that of Mutazilite, it is sufficient to
refer to some of the remarks of Imam Ali (A). Thésbecause at the time of Imam Ali's
martyrdom, Vasil bin 'Ata had not been born yet. ®ferring to Imam Ali's remarks on
justice, man's freewill, impossibility of seeing &m this world and the Hereafter, negation
of similarity, and independent intellectual verdictvhich are regarded as similar beliefs in
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propositions, it is considered for all the beingeated by Almighty God. In fact, their
existence is seen as just a connecting realityredflis existence just like the existence of a
connecting element between the subject and predicat proposition. Based on this view, as
the linguistic and logical stance, like whether grepositions are simple or compound, can
determine the attitude toward the connecting eleénrea proposition, in the same way, the
philosophical stance can determine the status efcinnecting existence and the reality of
existence of all beings which are regarded as adimie

2- Assuming the existence of effect as conneciiag, determine its existence sort as an
act of Almighty God. That is, any kind of independe or essence would be removed from
its existence. This will lead to this notion théltkeeings except God are the instances of His
radiance or manifestations of His reality. Thus #xistence of effect is unified with the
existence of the cause.

3- Various attributes have been attributed to Godhie holy Quran. Their semantic
analysis and ontological exposition have been tlaénnsoncern of all Muslim schools of
thought. In Transcendent Wisdom, based on its basgwincipality and analogicity of
existence, a solid system of philosophy is esthbtisbased on which the religious beliefs
especially the issues related to God's attributespeaecisely explained. Besides the above
mentioned philosophical attitude, MallSadia has a special view in logic with specific
consequences in defining the proposition and mypkcity and compound which is different
from those suggested in Aristotelian logic.
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Attribute of Act, Connecting Existence, Connectaistence, God's Attributes.
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Analysis of God's Attributes of Act through the Noton of Vujad-e Rabit
(Connecting Existence)

Hassan Azizt
Mehdi Dehbashf
Musa Malayeri®

Abstract:

Depicting God's attributes of the act in a way thstribing those attributes to Him does
not contradict the belief in His absolute indivisitl is one of the most important theological
iIssues in monotheistic religions; an issue whoseatisa is not possible without considering
logical and philosophical bases.

This article has aimed to describe the quality>a$tence of such attributes applying the
specific definition offered for the concepts of sience and Vid-e Ribit (connecting
existence) in Transcendent Wisdo®adia changed the triple division used to be considered
for all beings by dissolving the Viog- e Ribitl (connector existence) into \ig-e Ribit
(connecting existence). His main point in this esgito explain the way that changing beings
are connected to God with indivisible existenceéripatetic school, all the beings, as the
embodiment of God's attributes of act, are regaededonnector existence. Considering them
as connectors assumes a sort of identity and imdipee for them before the existence of
God. By considering the propositions as simple iadd/isible, and dissolving theonnector
existence toconnecting existence, Mulla Sadia established a stable logical and philosophical
structure for a great upheaval in having a diffeqgerception of all beings. Based on this
view there is no independent identity for beingkle God and their existence is regarded as
unreal. Accordingly the existence of all beingssisiilar to the existence of a connecting
element in a proposition which is dissolved in #dstence of the subject. Such new
definition would remove the contradiction availabktween the existence of God's attributes
and the indivisibility of His essence.

The most important findings of this study are:

1- Mulla Sadm, by developing the Mt Damad's theory in distinguishing between the
connector existence and connecting existence coedluhat after rejecting the idea of
principality of essence there is no distinctiorwn the connector existence and the concept
of connecting. Therefore, there is no way to imagdimat such a connector existence as an
interdependent being with a distinct essence exsstge assuming the existence of such a
being is totally inevitable based on the principéesepted by Mudl Sadia. Thus, the only
valid theory to describe the beings of the worltbisonsider them as connecting. Therefore,
based on this theory, the same function whichssim&d for the connecting elements in every
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