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There are some phrases in Hakim Mudarres's words which appear to be at odds with his

idea of diversity of existence:

1- Like Mulla Sadra, Mudarres is of the opinion that not only God does not share the
notion of "necessity of existence" with anything but this is also true with such
notions as existence, knowledge, power and the like; while Zunuzi still believes in
the existence of contingent beings and diversity of existence!! (Mudarres Zunuzi,
1376, 72 & 82).

2- Like Mulla Sadra and many other theosophers, Zunuzi reduces causation into
existential gradation [Tashuun] (ibid, 359). While we know that causation is based
on the reality of diversity.

The authors believe these phrases and Zunuzi's accounts and glosses on them need to be
interpreted. As to the first group they accept the position held by Zunuzi and Banu as such
but they have other view of the second group. The authors do not find a solid ground for
Zunuzi's idea of Tashauun and see it as an extension of failure of keeping the pace with one's
principles. The belief in diversity is a premise which leads to the idea of causation not that of
existential gradation. One can replace existential gradation with causation when he has
already replaced unity of existence with diversity and copulative existence with relational
existence. For instance, in Shawahid, Mulla Sadra turns to individual unity of existence
when he has already proved the principiality of existence, made-ness of existence and
existential gradation (Mulla Sadra, 1382: 66). While Zunuzi interprets causation in terms of
manifestation despite his denial of transcendent unity of existence.
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Abstract:

Tawhid (the belief in transcendent oneness or unity of divinity) is the culmination of all
Islamic teachings and has a special place in Islamic sciences. The unity of essence begins by
the unity of existential necessity and ends in unity of existence as many theosophers and
mystics suggest. This essay discusses unity of essence as understood by two Sadraean
thinkers (Hakim Mudarres Zunuzi and Banu Amin) according to Mulla Sadra's principles.
Undoubtedly, these two theosophers have no discord as far as they speak about necessity of
existence and unity of Necessary Existence. Dispute erupts when Banu voices her Sadracan
sympathy with transcendent oneness of existence while Mudarres takes another position.

According to Sadra, the being which has no limitation whatsoever leaves no room for
other being to come into existence and be its second or third and thus it is unique and
uncountable. In this world, thus, there is no existence but one of which the rest are
manifestations (Mulla Sadra, 1382, 67). This view which has been mentioned by Sadra in
different positions is the very idea of individual unity of existence. It needs to be explained
that in Mulla Sadra's works there are two accounts of effect:

- Existence in itself for something-else (relational existence)
- Existence for something-else (copulative existence)

At first sight which is thought to be elementary as compared to the second one, effect
enjoys a reality and existence of its own the whole identity of which is though being related
to and depended on cause and this dependency is its very essence and undetachable but the
effect like the cause is counted among beings. This is the position which is also held by
Mudarres Zunuzi as to contingent beings (Mudarres Zunuzi, 1376: 357). He seem to have
understood Mulla Sadra's words implying this very sense alone without presuming the
possibility of a second sense. To put it otherwise, he has indeed fathomed effect's copulative
existence as its relational existence although he outwardly claims a lot of denying the
individual unity of existence (ibid: 94 & Ubudyyat, 1385, 214). While in Banu's works both
takings of effect as copulative and relational existence could be found (Amin, 1373, 115,
96).
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matter of following the revealed law. As Paul admonishes the Galatians for following Torah:
"ignorant Galatians! are you conjured by some one? Let me ask you a question. Could you
receive clean spirit of God by maintaining Torah? Of course not. How could you think that
you can be more spiritual when you have achieved nothing by maintaining Torah? All the
people who rely on following Torah are accursed..." (Galatians, 3: 1). Moreover, in
Hinduism loving and worshiping these incarnations are considered a path to salvation. There
are also other ways to tread like the paths of practice, knowledge and reason. While in
Christianity the belief in Christ as the only incarnation of divinity is the only path to
salvation.
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Abstract:

One of the doctrines shared by Hinduism and Christianity is the doctrine of incarnation and
bodily fall of divinity, which on surface sounds to have been understood by both schools in
the same terms. Since both schools insist on transcendent unity of God in his essence; for
example in Upanishads which is one of the key scriptures of Hinduism it is insisted that the
origin of existence is a transcendent, invisible and unfathomable God called Brahman which
is the highest the most excellent and beyond description. By the same token, in Christianity
God has always been envisaged as a unique and transcendent being. Nevertheless, these two
religions believe that transcendent God gets incarnated in some conditions. Thus some have
paired these two schools in their belief in incarnation without understanding the nuances.

By more probing into their respective theologies, however, we find out that not only their
notions of incarnation differ but there are also fundamental differences in their
understandings of God in general and divine transcendent unity and synthesizing it with
divine fall and incarnation. In Hinduism God is conceived as an absolute being which
manifests itself in three attributes. But in Christianity God is not an absolute and simple
essence rather it is envisaged as a compound entity spread through trinity figures who have
been interacting since the time immemorial. Moreover, these two schools have two different
positions on the necessity and cause of incarnation. Thus one can conclude that the doctrine
of incarnation is understood in Hinduism and Christianity in radically different fashions.

In Christianity Jesus represents the only incarnation of divinity as the son of God who is
one of triple hypostases building trinity and the belief in whom is the path of human
salvation. Thus conceived, God has descended into the body of Christ as the ransom of
original sin. Then incarnation in Christianity is founded upon two other doctrines, i.e.
original sin and ransom. But in Hinduism incarnation is not built on such doctrines.

On the other hand, the second manifestation of transcendent Brahman which stands for
divine lordship, i.e. Vishnu, has ten incarnations which range from animal forms to that of
human one according to Hindu myths. These incarnations comprise fish, turtle, swine, elfin,
Rama with axe, Rama, Krishna, Buddha and apocalypse savoir called Kalki. Among these
incarnations, the first five ones are mythical the second four ones are historical figures and
the last one has not yet come to the light. These incarnations are meant to expand faith and
overcome evil insofar as in Bhagawad Gita, Krishna describes her own incarnation to one of
her disciples called Arjuna in the following words: "the unborn being, my soul is immortal.
O' Arjuna, as the creator of all creatures, I get born with the power of my soul, when faith
gets blurred by unfaith I make myself incarnated to rise for promotion of goods and
overcoming evils. Every time I get incarnated differently". Against Paul's teachings in
Christianity the incarnation of divinity is supposed to be a ransom for original sin not a
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particularly when an evil gets things ready for the rise of a higher good. The knowledge
gained by Boethius was indeed a higher good which made possible through his
imprisonment and this is why God prescribed his imprisonment.

The second problem which occupies this thinker's mind is that the world appears in a way
as if it works reversely and evils always get the helm and have the upper hand and goods are
invariably defeated and crushed underfoot. Then if God is merciful and benevolent he should
not allow the goods to be suppressed by wicked fiends. One of the answers which Boethius
has given to this problem is that God has conferred the primordial sense of goodness upon all
human individuals. In Consolations of Philosophy, the goddess of philosophy states: all
human beings have been equipped with the primordial sense of goodness but sometimes man
fails to choose the path which ends up in good. Consequently, the world does not work in a
reversed direction. Then there is goodness in the world whether the man recognizes it
correctly or not. Particularly man is after her/his happiness and "since the genuine happiness
is the highest of all goods, it is clear that human beings are essentially pro-goodness, the
highest good is equally meant by the good and evil people though the former pursue it
through natural practice of virtues but the latter seek to obtain it following their whims and
carnal desires." Although all human individuals are after good (happiness), but it is only
good-natured individuals who reach it. Then wicked people do not touch genuine good and
this is why the life of good people has priority over evil people.

On the other hand, Boethius believes that man has been created freely. And since this is the
case, everyone is responsible before his/her own actions and moral evils can be explained
resorting to free will. Though man is better to follow divine ordinances but s/he has been
created as a free agent and can intentionally choose other ways to tread say devote himself to
his own personal interests or make the evils his destination. Boethius sees human disposition
toward evils a deviation from his/her primordial nature and believes this wrong turn leads to
no more than human misery. Thus conceived, all worldly prosperities fade away in the face
of eternal happiness resulted from adherence to goodness. Chasing evil intentions distances
man from this eternal happiness and this is the greatest loss one would undergo. By
promotion of evils man gradually gets metamorphosed and loses his/her power of discretion
and ceases to be a thinking being.
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Abstract:

The problem of evil is one the most important challenges presented to the belief in the
existence of an Omnipotent, Omniscient and All-Benevolent God. The toughest side of this
problem is that there seems to be an inconsistency between these attributes and the existence
of evil. The aforementioned inconsistency is not straightforward, but rather it requires to be
supplemented by additional premises so as to connote "what an Omnipotent being would be
able to do and what an All-Good being would be motivated to do". The latter statement
implicitly indicates the logical side of the problem but there are alternative articulations of
the problem which challenge the believers and ask them to give intelligible answers.

This essay is an effort to explicate Boethius's point of view on this issue. As a fifth century
Christian thinker, he has addressed the problem in a different manner. During the time he
was awaiting execution by Theodoric -the king of the Ostrogoths- Boethius penned one of
the most renowned works of philosophy ever, The Consolation of Philosophy. In a dialogue
with the goddess of Philosophy, he reflects on his being betrayed by the colleagues and
friends and wonders why an innocent man like him should be jailed and punished and wait
for his execution. He pays much attention to the problem of evil and says: the heart-rending
cause of my depression is that despite the existence of a good-natured ruler in this world, evil
still exists and the evil-minded people even pass unpunished . . . Whereas the wickedness
holds the helm and is thriving, the virtue not only does not face any reward, but rather it is
being crushed underfoot by criminals and she pays the penalty of crimes herself. The fact
that in spite of the rule of an Omnipotent and Omniscient God whose will is merely disposed
to goodness such terrible things happen, strikes me with wonder and unending regret." These
quoted words of Boethius suggest that he approaches the problem of evil from two respects,
firstly, why in a world ruled by an Omnipotent, Omniscient and All-Benevolent God evils
occur, secondly, why the world affairs proceed reversely and the upper hand is always for
the evil and goods fall underfoot and defeated?

Trying to prepare the necessary premises to answer these objections, Boethius turns to the
nature of happiness. He distinguishes between two kinds of happiness: genuine happiness
and ingenuine happiness. The goddess of philosophy invites Boethius to make the most of
his imprisonment as an opportunity due to which he could meditate on truth and recognize
that worldly and carnal interests do not lead to true happiness. The occurrence of evils can
open the eyes of Boethius to higher truths. Now that he has lost all his material interests and
possessions and ended up behind bars and does not have anything around, he understands
that it is only God who can lead man to happiness in its genuine sense. In these conditions,
he is delivered from all bondages and can easily pursue happiness via focusing on virtues,
meditation and contemplation. He strongly asserts that when he got pleased by material
interests he could not think about genuine happiness and understand it. Thanks to the
conditions he faces in prison, Boethius has found that superficial ease does not imply
genuine happiness and the pains which strike him pave the way for the disclosure of a higher
good to him. God prescribed the imprisonment of Boethius so that the necessary ground to
be prepared for the higher good to emerge which is the Christian philosopher's acquaintance
with genuine happiness. In modern times, this is called promotion of justice based on higher
goods.Then the answer Boethius gives to the objection he propounded at first is that pure
goodness of God does not necessarily imply that he has to remove all evils once forever
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"Swinburne's account secures the possible truth of such claims as 'There is an A which is not
B' but only at the cost of making it impossible for them to violate laws of nature" (Everitt,
“The impossibility of miracle”, p. 349). This is also true with Mackie's argument since
according to his view, law of nature is like this:" All As are Bs unless God intervenes to
make an A which is not a B’"(Everitt, The none existence of God, p: 119). Though Mackie
has tried to show the conceptual coherence of miracle but given the latter definition we can
no longer see divine interference in this world as a miracle and violation of law as it is an
extension of law itself (See: ibid). Larmer traces this problem back to the definition of
miracle as the violation of law of nature (Larmer, p: 36-37).

Ghazi Abduljabbar's Definition of Miracle

The trouble caused by defining miracle as "violation of law of nature" seems could be
avoided by the definition which is offered by Ghazi Abduljabbar. According to
Abduljabbar's definition of miracle, "habit breaking" represents the very essence of miracle.
He insists on the necessity of knowledge of habits as it helps us to fathom what does it
exactly mean to break a habit? (Abduljabbar, vol. 15, p. 152). To understand habit breaking,
Abduljabbar argues, we need to recognize four factors embedded in habit. These quadruple
factors comprise time, place, agent and habitual attributes. Time in this context covers all
portions of time except the dawn of creation, resurrection and the time when obligations
wear off (ibid: 182).

The place of habit has to be determined too. Since habits differ from one place to another
and no one can ever declare an event occurred in place A the violation of an event happened
in place B. Rather in habit the place should be considered unchanging (ibid: 183).

But who is the agent of habit? To state the matter otherwise, whose is the habit we should
take into consideration in miracle and who is supposed to break that habit and make the
miracle come true? Abduljabbar says it is the habits which are directly related with divine
action or bear something related to it (ibid.) The fourth constitutive factor of habit is habitual
attributes like changeability (ibid: 184) and temporal and numeral neutrality in terms of
quantity (ibid: 187-188). In fact, Abduljabbar like the majority of Moslem theologians has
regarded miracle an action which has been done by God within which a habit comes to be
broken. Of course this habit break is not in contradiction with causality rather it is in
harmony with it. In other words, divine habit is that worldly affairs to get done within the
framework of causes. God has chosen this process for the accomplishment of worldly affairs.
Thus there is no occasion for the paradox spurred by defining miracle as "violation of law of
nature" as it is seen in Abduljabbar's analysis of this notion.
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Abstract:

Most of western thinkers have declared miracle a self-contradicting and inconsistent notion.
Christian theologians have made some efforts to reject this claim and demonstrate the
consistency of miracle but it seems they have not succeeded to accomplish much in this
regard and failed to substantiate the conceptual coherence of miracle.

We seek to show that the definition Ghazi Abduljabbar offers of miracle tackles this
difficulty. In our view this issue indicates the upper hand of Moslem theologians in defining
miracles as compared to their Christian counterparts.

Problem Stated

Swinburne articulates the difficulty as follows: "The first is that evidence that a particular
event E occurred and that it is a violation of a supposed law of nature L really only tends to
show, not that a law of nature has been violated, but that we have misstated the law of
nature. the real law of nature is not really L but some other law L which allows the
occurrence of E... This view amounts to the view that it is logically impossible that there be
a violation of a law of nature" (Swinburne, The concept of miracle, p. 19).

To tackle this objection, contemporary western thinkers have sought to demonstrate the
consistency of miracle as a concept. Among others, the ideas of L. J. Mackie and Richard
Swinburne in this regard are more renowned and hereby we turn to them.

Makie's Solution

Mackie defines a miracle to be a super natural intervention into the natural world: '... we can
give a coherent definition of a miracle. As a supernatural intrusion into the normally closed
system that works in accordance with those law. Mackie then defines a miracle to be a super
natural intervention into the natural world: '... we can give a coherent definition of a miracle
as a supernatural intrusion into the normally closed system that works in Accordance with
those laws... (Mackie, p: 21)

This does not mean the law is false; it only means the world behaved differently than it
would have if there were no outside interference with it (Otte, p: 152).

Swinburne’s solution

To solve this problem, Swinburne offer a new version of "law of nature ". Accordingly, we
can have some universal laws in nature that are exceptional i.e. only some of exception can
violate these laws that are repeatable. But if there is non-repeatable case, we cannot assume
it as a violation of law of nature but only an exception. (See: Swinburne, The concept of
miracle, p: 26)

Criticism of Swinburne and Mackie

The main objection has been brought up by Everitt. He explains that the concept of
"violation of law" is logically and physically impossible (See: Everitt, The none existence of
God, p: 118). He regards Mackie and Swinburne's efforts to demonstrate the conceptual
coherence of miracle as utter failure, because their modified definition of "law of nature" the
violation is no more violation as it is supposed to be by definition. This is why law of nature
as conceived by Swinburne is that "all A except some that are not repeatable, are B.
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these two ideas and their principles and arguments, it seems that both takings on major
issues, particularly in terms of epistemological justification, are confronted with some
problems. Although, one can use the theistic universal compassion to support the aspect of
salvation which Hick claimed, but his view concerning the aspect of truth is not strong
enough. That is to say that Hick’s major evidences for religious pluralism are confronted
with some outstanding problems. By examining Plantinga’s view, it will be shown that his
efforts in rejecting the moral criticisms that the pluralists contended were successful.
However, his attempts to justify the idea of exclusivism were not epistemologically good
enough.The final conclusion in this research is that Plantinga’s exclusivism according to
which truth and salvation are embedded only in Christianity does not have good
epistemological justification. Close examination of Hick’s pluralism shows that his view is
confronted with some epistemic problems too. However, it seems that Hick's theory, for the
emphasis on the aspect of the tolerance between faiths, is more attractive than Plantinga’s
religious exclusivism.
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Abstract:

The issue of religious diversity is one of the significant issues in philosophy of religion. The
existence of different religions in the world is an inevitable fact. Nowadays, due to the
unprecedented development of information technology and public awareness of different
beliefs across the nations have made the acknowledgement of religious diversity more
widespread than the past. Being this the case, the questions as to religious diversity have
been taken to the fore and contemporary man finds himself exposed to the question that how
should a believer approach the other beliefs? Could all religions despite the differences they
have in their dogmas, beliefs and doctrines be legitimate? Will the followers of all beliefs
touch salvation?

Accordingly, among the key issues of philosophy of religion are the issue of legitimacy
of different religions and the issue of salvation of followers of different creeds. This essay is
an epistemological assessment of Hick and Plantinga on the legitimacy of religions in a
comparative context. The following questions represent the guidelines of the present essay:

1- How much is pluralism rationally and epistemologically feasible in its claim as to
the legitimacy of all beliefs and the equal access of followers of all creeds to
salvation?

2- Does Plantinga's exclusivist taking as to religious truth and salvation and narrowing
them down to Christianity and Christians have rational and epistemological
justification?

Hick has propounded his pluralism as a cure to difficulties caused by Christian religious
exclusivism and inclusivism. Having insisted on the salvation promoting evolution from
egotism to theism as the basic substance of religion, Hick traces the differences of religions
back to the inattention to the symbolic language of religion. On the other hand, Plantinga
takes the existing differences between religions as an evidence indicating the
contradictoriness of pluralism and legitimacy of religious exclusivism. In explaining and
defending his exclusivistic position, he rejects both moral and epistemological criticisms.
Finally through his "proper function theory" and borrowing from the "Aquinas- Calvin
Model" Plantinga tried to justify the validity of their religious exclusivism. By comparing
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phenomena got mixed with the problem of "reality" of religion. This ambiguity has its origin
in the fact that the subject-matter of both phenomenology and traditional theology —Kalam in
Islam- is religion; phenomenology of religion claims that in contrast with history of
religions, it is to reach the "essence" of religion or religious phenomena, while traditional
theology considers the essential "reality" of religion as its subject. Therefore, we have sought
to account for three points : 1. recounting the underlying characteristics of phenomenologies
of religion in the twentieth century 2. explaining the distinction between the essence and
reality of religion in phenomenology 3. explaining the substantive difference between
intersubjective reality of religion in phenomenology of religion and the essential reality of
religion in traditional theological studies. To this end, first, Husserl's phenomenology needs
to be explained based on its fundamental concepts.

Edmund Husserl, influenced by Brentano's "descriptive psychology" and in respond to
"crisis of european science", brackets natural approach to the universe, and shifts the subject
of philosophy from the external/objective existence of universe to knowledge phenomena.
Simultaneous to this bracketing, a “phenomenological reduction” occurs and philosophy
changes into phenomenology. After this stage, the only thing that is available for the subject
is consciousness phenomena which has intentional characteristic. Considering intentional
characteristic, there is no pure consciousness and always consciousness is “consciousness of
something”.

Therefore, consciousness is product of ratio between “Noesis” (that is “experience of and
attention to object of consciousness) and “Noema” (that is “content of experience” or “object
of intention” or “belonging of consciousness”). After the stage of epoche, subject, in stage
of "eidetic reduction", descript phenomena —as the matter of knowledge- makes them
unequivocal and ideates simultaneously. The main point is that in this stage, what is
constituted as essence is wholly different from objective and external reality of religion.
Husserl, in stage of “transcendental reduction”, shifts the subject to phenomenological
world.

Considering the intentional character of consciousness, every subject notices others in an
intentional fashion, and I through a sympathetic procedure they try to make intersubjective
reality in external world. But the phenomenologists of religion, influenced by Husserl's
phenomenology and principle of epoche, bracket the objectivist perspective of traditional
theology of reality and suffice to subjective perspective. Unlike Husserl who emphasized on
rational meditations in eidetic reduction, they stress empirically on “eidetic vision” and intuit
historical and empirical phenomena of religion. Therefore, in this stage, they decode
religious phenomena. The outcome of this stage is the uncovering of essence of religion, not
that of the reality of religion. Moreover, phenomenologists of religion do not pay much
attention to transcendental reduction and instead they prefer to be more concentrated on the
principle of "sympathy" in the procedure of invention of intersubjective reality.

Musing on religious phenomena, phenomenologist imagines that other believers have
religious consciousness and experiences like those ones he himself has. S/he tries to
constitute the reality of religion by sympathizing with other believers. Due to the intentional
character of religious consciousness, phenomenologist has to pay attention to other
phenomenologists and believers; the believers and other believing minds who are conscious
of religious phenomena and experiences like me. Substantively, the reality which is
explained here by phenomenologists is not semantically alike with the account provided by
theologians. The noumenal reality of religion which has already been bracketed is no way
dependent on desires, requires and nature of human subject consciousness, while
intersubjective reality of religion is completely contingent upon variable human subjects.
The criterion of authenticity and correctness of religious propositions and theorems, then, is
not hinged on their correspondence with the noumenal reality, but is a matter of life-world
and common sense of believers.
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Abstract:

During recent centuries, under the influence of modern and postmodern ideas, religious
studies have been exposed to new approaches and views. On the one hand, these approaches
are not an extension of theology in the traditional sense and on the other hand, they give a
remarkable role to method in religious studies. The importance of phenomenology and the
eyes it has caught as a "method" in study of religion, as well as in such disciplines as
philosophy of religion, sociology of religion, psychology of religion, history of religion and
so on, have been due to the compatibility of this method or approach with different religions
and as a result due to preparing the ground for comparative studies of religions, on the one
hand, and because of being descriptive and non-judicative about beliefs and thoughts, on the
other. Historically speaking, this method or approach is a product of the mixture of two
intellectual currents in the nineteenth century west. These two currents comprise scientific
research of religion and the philosophical phenomenology of the German philosopher,
"Edmund Husserl". As compared to philosophical phenomenology, phenomenology of
religion has undergone through dramatic changes in all its aspects. But we can't understand
phenomenology of religion, particularly in the twentieth century, apart from philosophical
phenomenology, specifically Husserl's phenomenology and its important concepts. However,
there are two challenging problems in phenomenology of religion both historically and
regarding its essential complexity as such: first, the existing variety of phenomenologies of
religion in Rudolf Otto, Mircea Eliade, Max scheler, C. Jouco bleeker, Ninian Smart,
Gerardus van der Leeuw and many others works has hardened the process of understanding
of this method and thus it seems necessary to outline the underlying characteristics of this
method. The second and more significant point is that the works of early phenomenologists
of religion like Chantepie de la Saussaye and Raffaele Pettazzoni, took form as a rival or
complement for "religions history" and for reaching the essence of various historical-
experimental phenomena of religion; But by the dawn of twentieth century and the
interactions occurred between phenomenology of religion and philosophical
phenomenology, especially Husserl's phenomenology, the project of reaching the essence of
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1- This existence stands between the One as the First Origin and Intellect which is
followed by soul and nature in the hierarchy of worlds.

2- As the First Effusion, existence has the quality of unity in diversity and diversity in
unity.

3- The One as the origin of existence and other stages of hierarchy stands above the
existence as such.

4- Existence as the First Effusion has the simplicity and purity which an ever-
comprehensive entity needs to contain all perfections of other beings which are
supposed to follow it as their source of effusion. Existence has the quality of
enjoying unity along with diversity and vice versa and this makes it qualified for
being the effusing source of other beings.

Comparative Remarks

Similarities: 1- Both have innovations as regards to the issue of First Effused as compared
to their predecessors. Neo-Platonists before Proclus did not believe in a stage called
existence. Before Mulla Sadra theosophers regarded the First Intellect as first effused
although the Ever-unfolding existence had been already broached by mystics but Mulla
Sadra approached it in discursive terms and articulated its philosophical requirements. 2-
Both philosophers believe in the principle of "from the One nothing is effused but one" and
the principle of cognation of cause and effect. 3- Both believe in the "Simple Truth" maxim.
4- The ever-unfolding existence of First Effused, according to Mulla Sadra and Proclus, has
the significant quality of unity in diversity and diversity in unity.

Differences: 1- Mulla Sadra's discourse on the First Effused is more discursive than that of
Proclus. In fact Proclus discusses the issue in descriptive terms. 2- Mulla Sadra claims that
from the Necessary Being just one thing has been effused and that thing is an ever-unfolding
existence which unfolds itself in the stage of intellect in the form of intellect, in the stage of
soul it becomes unfolded in the form of soul and so on and so forth. While Proclus believes
in a causal order where though existence is the first effused but after it stands the stage of
intellect then comes the stage of soul and final stage is that of nature. These whole stages are
all independent from existence as the First Effused.
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Abstract:
Mulla Sadra

Mulla Sadra's philosophical system is built upon the belief in unique origin of world to
which all diversities can be reduced. Then First Effusion debate can be taken on in this
system. According to the principle which reads "from the One nothing is effused but One",
contingent beings could not have been emanated from the Necessary Being in a horizontal
fashion due to their diversity. Rather they have been effused from the Necessary in a vertical
fashion and through a hierarchy of causes and effects. The first stage of the hierarchy is
being represented by the First Effusion. Pre-Sadracian theosophers regarded the First
Effusion the first intellect in vertical chain of intellects. Mulla Sadra have two theories of the
First Effusion. In some of his books he introduces the first intellect as the first entity effused
from the Necessary keeping his pace with his own predecessors. But in some other works
like Asfar he describes the Ever-unfolding existence as the First Effusion and takes it to be
his final position. Having replaced existential gradation with causation and also individual
unity of existence with existential gradation, Mulla Sadra asserts that the First Effusion could
only be the Ever-unfolding Existence which is a manifestation of Divine Essence not an
independent existence. It is indeed nothing but the Divine Essence although in the form of its
first manifestation. Thus the Ever-unfolding Existence has three distinguished attributes
which make it qualified to stand in direct relationship with Divine Essence,

1- Existential (and not conceptual) universality and comprehensiveness which enables

this existence to include the other manifestions.

2- Lack of particular limitation and determination; this is why it can reveal itself to

every being in its own peculiar existential terms.

3- Having unity while being imbued in diversity and being diversed while having unity

(due to its true but shadowy unity) (Rahimian, 1383: 187).
First Intellect and the Ever-unfolding Existence differ in some points as follows:

I- The Ever-unfoloding Existence is the first manifestation not the first effect.

II- Theosophers state that First Intellect gets effused first and then it comes to other
intellects down to the world of nature. While in Mulla Sadra's view the first and
the last effusions are both the Ever-unfolding Existence which is unique in the
sense of true and shadowy unity.

ITI- The existential mode of Ever-unfolding Existence is relational as conceived in
Transcendent Theosophy. While First Intellect has an independent existence as
theosophers claim.

Proclus

Proclus is one of the most important neo-Platonists after Plotinus. His key contribution to
neo-Platonism is shedding light on a new stage between the One and intellect called
existence which is the first effused from the One in Proclus' view. The existence which
Proclus describes as the first effused from the One has the following qualities:
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Parmenides, this ambiguity as to the quality of procession of particulars from the ideas has
been noted and no slight beam of light ever been shed on it.

Browsing through Aristotelian corpse one would approve the fact that Stagrite's
metaphysics could be epitomized in the theory of unmoved mover. Since Aristotle was also a
biologist, by studying the movement of heavens he came to the conclusion that celestial
spheres are ceaselessly moving around a circle like orbit and whereas every movement needs
power to get started (every departure from potentiality toward actuality requires an agent)
and celestial movement is eternal then it is needless to say that it could not have been
occasioned by a corporeal power as corporeality implies limitation and there have to be some
non-corporeal entities to take on this movement. Aristotle christens these entities as
"intellect" which are purely incorporeal. Aristotelian intellects are thus related to the celestial
spheres. Aristotle believed in 55 celestial spheres and 55 correspondent intellects whom he
called unmoved movers. Since in Aristotle's view first heaven should be eternal what moves
it must be eternal too. Thus Aristotle reached the First Intellect or the Unmoved Mover.
(Upon the annulment of circular and infinite regress) one can see that the dilemmas which
Aristotle was grappling with in physics led him to the domain of metaphysics.

Reading through the works of Avicenna one could find that his core idea as regards to the
problem of agency is the very effective and practical theory of "providence". This theory was
mooted as a practical theory in Islamic world and contributed much to the debacle of many
dilemmas.

Divine providence which is the very state of being the origin and agent for the rest has
fundamental difference as compared to the other kinds of causes. Some causes make one
thing to change into other thing or two things to come together to bring about the third thing
but existentiating agency causes things to spring into existence ex nihilo.

Avicenna founded his philosophical system upon the renowned principle reading "every
contingent being is a compound pair composed of existence and essence" which sounds the
fundamental distinction between existence and essence, however, he divided existence into
contingent and necessary based on his general perspective of existence and doing so he
applied the early mentioned fundamental distinction to the domain of beings and made the
existence the principal part and the cause of essence. In The Book of Disputations, Avicenna
provides a well-arranged critical exposition of the distinction between existence and essence
in beings and the pair's sameness in Divine Essence and one can say that he has built
ontology into great heights through both theological and cosmological debates. According to
Avicenna, existence/essence distinction is the very foundation of theology and cosmology.
As already mentioned, every contingent being is a compound pair consisted of existence and
essence and its dependency is far clear: "existentially contingent entities are of two kinds
either they have equal share of existence and non-existence like temporal things or they just
always exist like eternal objects as they are created and contingent but they have no
background of non-existence". Then eternal entities are still in need of some cause to
existentiate them despite their eternity.

These three philosophical systems require to be studied in an analytic and comparative
fashion. All three systems have interpreted the cosmic order in action-agent terms. Generally
speaking, Aristotle did not believe in a providential order but Plato despite having attributed
will and providence to God do not believe in divine existential agency; while in Islamic
world Avicenna paired believing in a providential order with the belief in divine
exsitentiating agency. This essay has the assessment of these differences as its subject-
matter. The final conclusion of the essay is that Avicenna's differences with Plato and
Aristotle lies in his ontology the very thing that makes his philosophical agenda brilliant as
compared to two Greek counterparts.
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Abstract:

The questions as to whether the cosmic order of this world is based on action/agent or not?
And if an agent is involved and the world and what it contains have to be seen as action,
could we declare the cosmic order a providential order? are among the problems which have
always occupied the mind of philosophers.

Reading through Platonic corpse leads us to the conclusion that he has founded his
metaphysics upon the very idea of world of ideas. According to his works and words, Plato
is a proponent of the theory of ideas. As a matter of fact, Plato's metaphysics lies in the
theory of ideas. Plato illustrates the general makeup of the world of ideas and the way
sensible objects stand in relation with the beings dwelling in the latter world by the well-
known cave allegory in the seventh book of Republic. In his view, whatever we find around
ourselves not only are not authentic realities but rather they are merely shadows of the truth.
Every phenomenon has an essence or reality which is known as its form. The idea of Good
overshadows the other ideas insofar as these latter ideas or forms are seen as the effects of
the former. It seems we can take God, the One, Absolute Good, Absolute Beauty and Good
in itself as expressions of the same reality which Plato has used in different contexts through
his works. Along these terms some other notions have also been brought up like intellect,
divine intellect, Demiurge, ideas and the particulars of material world. By explaining Plato's
taking of these notions and terms, we believe, one can discover Platonic ontological system.

In Republic, Plato argues that God is the creator of ideal bed and all other things, and he is
the creator of intelligible entities (ideas). The One or reality as a whole not only contains
ideas but the spirit too. The One is the final principle and the source of ideas and is beyond
all human attributes. Having said these, it is not clear how reason gets itself related to the
One neither in Plato's own words nor in his commentators' exegeses. Moreover, Demiurge's
state of agency in relation to particulars on the one hand, and the quality of the relationship
of ideas with material objects on the other, are covered up by ambiguity and such analogies
as participation and imitation do not help much to tackle this ambiguity around. In
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Accordingly, Suhrewardi refutes the idea that good and evil are correlatives. The one who
believes in the correlation of evil and good, moreover, is not exposed to the objection "that
then evil and good could not be the essential attributes of facts".

The second solution Mackie discusses on the behalf of theosophers is that evil is necessary
through good. Mackie believes that this solution casts serious doubts on divine omnipotence
as according to the law of causality, without a determinate mediation one cannot reach a
specific goal and if God is compelled to create evil as a mediator for good he has to be
exposed to at least to some causal rules and this is in sheer contrast with God's omnipotence
and falsifies one of the constitutive proposition, i.e. "God is omnipotent".

Suhrewardi rejects this objection and believes that creatures are of three types: some have
been created without mediation; some others have been created via mediation. He offers
some arguments as to the latter type and thus demonstrates that some acts are being issued
from God via mediation.

The third solution which is dealt with by Mackie in his essay as a contradictory solution is
that "the world with evils is better than a world without evils". By pursuing the implications
of this solution after Mackie, we come to the conclusion that Suhrewardi does not have any
answer to Mackie's objections.The fourth solution, Mackie argues, is the best defense
available of theists' ideas. This solution is known as "argument from free will" and reads:
evil is a requirement of free will. Thus conceived, evil does not have anything to do with
God and is a purely human reality whose responsibility falls on human being not on God.

Mackie believes that God could create man in a form that he would always choose good
over evil. If it is not logically impossible for human individuals to choose goodness for a
number of times it is not also impossible to suppose that man could willingly choose good
forever. According to Suherwardi, as it is logically impossible to imagine a material world
without evil it is also logically impossible to think that man being a creature with a free will
can invariably act after goodness.
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Abstract:

J. L. Mackie is among those philosophers who have highlighted evil as evidence to God's
nonexistence. Suhrewardi's ideas of evil can partially answer some of his critiques. There are
two kinds of answers to Mackie's objections in Suhrewardi's ideas: 1- direct answers, 2-
answers which can be inferred from the general principles of Suhrewardi's philosophy. Of
course some of Mackie's critiques cannot be retorted upon Suhrewardi's philosophy.

J. L. Mackie lays out his major objection through the argument that God is omnipotent, he
is purely good, evil exists; the latter proposition shall contradict the former two ones if they
are true. Following this argument Mackie levels other minor objections too.

The major objection of Mackie can be retorted by basic principles of Suhrewardi's
philosophy: human lack of authority in attribution of good and evil a principle which if
adopted by one it eventually leads to partial evil's disappearance in universal goodness;
acceptance of the rule: "the higher is not concerned with the lower" which disqualifies man
of negation of absolute divine attributes after the demonstration of Necessary Being; rational
determination of taxonomy of contingent beings according to the good/evil order the result
of which is demonstration of pure goodness of God and minor evil's not being in
contradiction with pure goodness attribute; acceptance of the maxim that evils are necessary
for higher goods which not only makes evils' existence not to challenge divine power and
goodness but rather it is indeed the lack of evil that would challenge wisdom.

Having outlined his major critique, Mackie reviews some of the answers offered by the
theosophers and then takes them all to task.

The first contradictory solution discussed by Mackie reads "good cannot exist without evil,
or stated otherwise, evil is necessarily associated with good". Mackie levels some critiques
against this solution. Among others one of these critiques is that if we presume that God
cannot create a good unless he simultaneously creates an evil along with it this shall restrict
divine power and this in turn implies either God is not omnipotent or there are some
limitations to what an Omnipotent does.

According to Suhrewardi, God can be omnipotent while his power does not fall to logical
impossibilities and thus divine omnipotence which is one of the constitutive hypotheses
remains intact without having been refuted through the argument.

Mackie's second objection to the first solution is that the public believes in evil/good
dichotomy but the proposed solution denies its reality. If evil is essentially associated with
good the benevolent person requires not to uproot evil plus the fact that evil and goodness
are no longer the essential attributes of reality.

In Suhrewardi's view, someone who considers darkness and evil as existential realities
believes that these stand in opposition to light and goodness and if someone believes in this
opposition and also holds that "from the one nothing emits but one" the s/he has to accept
that the source of good and light is other than the source of darkness and evil. Suhrewardi
believes that darkness and evil are no more than the absence of light and goodness and thus
evil versus good and darkness versus light represent privation/possession relationship.
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Abstract:

The most important aspect of divine names and attributes is their semantics. Human beings’
interpretation of this aspect will have a profound impact on the type of relationship they have
with God as it is by these names and attributes that we know God and speak with him. This
aspect of Divine Names and Attributes addresses the question that how can we talk about
God’s attributes and what is the relationship between these attributes and human attributes?

This essay is a propositional analysis of Dionysius’ approach, the most famous exponent
of negative theology in Christianity, based on Quran and prophetic traditions. According to
Quran and prophetic traditions the application of names and attributes as to God implies
simultaneous denial of agnosticism and assimilation. Through the denial of agnosticism, we
know God through creation (human soul, the order and genesis of phenomena) and God
presents himself cordially and innately. He also describes himself through his acts and by
negating his shortcomings. In the denial of assimilation, every description offered by human
individuals fails to touch divine reality as it is.

The findings of the essay show that in Dionysius approach, no ttention is paid to cordial—
innate parameters and immediate knowledge in positive aspect while these are of paramount
importance in Quran and prophetic traditions in Islam. Dionysius reiterates on the
inconceivability of God while in Quran and prophetic traditions both aspects
(inconceivability of God and the opposition between God and his creatures) are emphasized.
Although these two approaches cannot meet each other in mystical discourse through the
denial of positive and negative methods.
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