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speak of Successorship of Moses by Joshua and the Shiite scholars do not consider this to
certainly be the case, Joshua’s status as the successor of Moses is generally accepted in the
Islamic thought.

The Christian establishment considers Peter to be the successor of Jesus, and he is even
recognized by the Christian tradition as the first believer in Jesus, although not without some
doubts again. What the collective reports of the New Covenant indicate is that Peter isn’t, at
least during Jesus’ life, superior to the other Apostles, and that the religious authority of
Christians is by no mechanism confined to him. But after Jesus’ death, Peter step by step
goes on to acquire a superior status in relation to the other Apostles. He is there at the center
of the reports narrated in the Acts of the Apostles; he is the first disciple who sees Jesus after
his Resurrection; and finally, becomes the speaker of all the other Apostles and the leader of
all Christians. He calls himself the Chosen One by God and is thus recognized as the best
disciple of and the closest disciple to Jesus Christ. The only one who dares to stand against
him is Paul. Unlike Peter, Paul confines the function of Peter’s missionary responsibility
only to the Jews. Historical studies show that the prominence of Peter’s status among the
Apostles begins to be highlighted only in the second and third century B.C., but never wins a
universally accepted approval. But a question remains to be asked: To which of Jesus’
functions is Peter a successor? The only valid answer is that he is a successor to the gnostic
functions of the Old Covenant , for Jesus himself does not have the functions of a universal
missionary responsibility, let alone Peter who is just a successor to him. In the Catholic
reading of Christianity, the mechanism of Successorship does not end with Peter, for Peter
himself has successors who go on to maintain his gnostic status and function within the
framework of the Catholic teaching called the Apostolic Successorship. It is in such a
reading that the spiritual authority and credibility of the Holy Church, the Pope and all the
Bishops come from the Apostles of Jesus Christ in a series of continuous Successorships.
Such a mechanism is considered to be a guarantee of the validity of faith and receptivity of
divine grace for all Christians. Gradually, the teaching of Successorship is applied and
generalized to the Pope and the Bishops in so far as it is fixed as an established procedure of
the Catholic Church after St. Augustine. Ultimately, such a teaching ends up in the
supremacy of the Roman Church over other Churches as well as of the Pope over his
counterparts and colleagues. Furthermore, the Church of Rome also considers itself to be
entitled to the Patrimony of St. Peter. However, the followers of the Protestant and Anglican
Churches disagree with such a teaching and beg to differ on this issue.
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Furthermore, one can recognize not only a literal but also a figurative Heredity from the
prophets in the worldviews of the Abrahamic religions. The Jewish thought accepts the
figurative inheritance of all Jews from the prophets, and the new covenant also points out the
inheritance of the Christians from Abraham; but conditions such inheritance to a belief in
Jesus Christ. If it is asked what of Abraham’s position and functions are inherited, the
answer shall be Abraham’s Blessedness. But, why isn’t there any mention of inheritance
from Jesus himself in the New Covenant? The simplest answer is that Jesus does not have
any children in the first place to make any discussion of his true heir possible. Therefore, it is
the figurative children, instead of the actual children, of Jesus Christ that inherit from him in
the Christian thought. The Quran refers the mechanism of Heredity back to Abraham, but
accepts such transmission of leadership only for those children of him who are neither sinner
nor oppressors. In the same line of reasoning, Quran refers to the three paradigmatic
examples of Heredity from the prophets: Solomon’s Heredity from David, John the Baptist’s
Heredity from Zechariah, and John the Baptist’s Heredity from Jacob’s family. Most of the
Sunnites scholars describe the Heredity of the prophets as being those functions related to
the prophetic gnosis of the divine message, whereas most Shiite scholars consider such
Heredity to be the functions related to the prophetic responsibility of enacting the divine
message via ruling over people. However, there are Muslim scholars who believe that
Prophethood and its Gnostic functions are not things that can be transmitted by mechanism
of Heredity.

The third mechanism of such transmission is Successorship, which was introduced to
Abrahamic religions by Moses. In contrast to the other two mechanisms of Blessedness and
Heredity, Successorship’s most distinctive feature is that it is not limited at all to the
prophet’s family. The New Covenant does not accept that Jesus Christ has a “successor”, for
the concept of Successorship requires death as its necessary condition. But Jesus never dies,
and the issue of his Successorship is thus always redundant. The Christian establishment,
however, accepts the concept of “successors” of Jesus Christ. Successorship is mentioned
only once in the Quran: Before Moses ascends the Mount Sinai with Joshua, he appoints
Aaron as his successor to the functions of prophetic responsibility. In the various traditions
of Abrahamic religions, Joshua and Peter are respectively recognized as the successors of
Moses and Jesus.

The figure of Joshua in the Old Covenant is a concoction of the Prophet, the Judge and the
War Leader. The most outstanding chapter of Joshua’s life is when Moses asks God to
appoint a successor to be the leader of the Israelites in his stead, and God selects Joshua for
such an office. But he has to only continue the function of Moses’ responsibility. Joshua is
neither from the family of Moses nor even from his tribe. Although, all the Israelites are
described as the followers of Joshua in the Old Covenant, some Jewish Scholars harbor
suspicions and doubts about such a belief. According to the reports of the Old Covenant,
Joshua does not appoint any successor for himself. The New Covenant does mention Joshua,
but only in passing as the one who “gives rest” to the Israelites and acts as an agency through
which their society is established and maintained. Nevertheless, since the mission of Moses
in saving the Israelites is only accomplished through Joshua, he acquires the status of a
prefiguration of Jesus, as the Savior, in the Christian thought. The holy Quran also refers to
Joshua’s testimony about the Promised Land and his successive attempts to call on his
people to fight and enter the Land as the fulfillment of the divine promise. Joshua has such a
high status among the Muslim Interpreters of Quran that they equal him to “the Chivalrous
Youth” (s4) mentioned in the Chapter of the Cave (18:67). Even though the Quran does not
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but also Jesus is referred to as “the Blessed One” (“Mubarak™). However, it can be said that
mechanism of Blessedness does not transmit the position and functions of Abraham as much
as, it paves the way for the other two mechanism by making Abraham’s children countless
and victorious.

The second mechanism of such transmission is heredity: A father’s properties are inherited
by the other members of the family, especially by his children, after his death. Although, this
mechanism may be too general in its inclusion to be an exclusive mechanism of the prophets,
it undergoes a shift of meaning in theology as far as the prophets are concerned. It becomes
something more than the mere inheriting of the father’s properties by his children. In such a
mechanism, another factor begins to emerge that can be recognized as a kind of supremacy
within the family. It is as if some members of the prophet’s family inherit a greater share
than other members, and this can lead to their supremacy over the others. Therefore, it can be
said that unlike Blessedness, heredity is a mechanism with a hierarchical nature. Compared
to the other family relationships, a direct blood-relationship, especially between a father and
his son, has a privileged status in heredity. Like Blessedness, heredity begins with Abraham;
but unlike Blessedness which was a mechanism introduced by God, heredity is a mechanism
introduced by Abraham. What the reports of the Old covenant indicate is that heredity is a
more precious and exceptional mechanism than Blessedness, for here the designation of an
heir demands first and foremost God’s approval. It is as if by this mechanism, a share of the
father’s position and functions are left to the son. But the question is: What of the father’s
position and functions and to what measure are transmitted to the son by mechanism of
heredity? The answer to this question is to be sought in Moses. Upon knowing his own
imminent death, Moses, according to the Old covenant, asks God to appoint a leader for the
Israelites, and God chooses Joshua, the son of Nun as Moses’ successor. But God
immediately declares that Joshua can take over only some of the functions Moses. Joshua
cannot receive God’s messages directly and for such a purpose, has to go to al-azar, the son
of Aaron. This report proves that the position of leadership of Israelites after Moses is not
hereditary; for if it was, it must have inevitably gone to a member of Moses’ or Aaron’s
family. The functions of Moses’ responsibility cannot be delegated by mechanism of
heredity. In the Jewish establishment, neither the prophetic position nor the Judges’ position
is not delegated by mechanism of Heredity. In the Jewish tradition, the only thing that can be
passed on by mechanism of Heredity is a kind of primal function related to the gnosis, fully
manifesting itself in the “divination”. The only eminent example of passing on the function
of responsibility by mechanism of Heredity is God’s covenant with David to establish his
children forever as the kings to the throne of Israel. After the demise of David’s kingdom,
especially during and after the Babylonian Exile, Heredity accrues an ever more significance
as a mechanism of transmission. It finds its ultimate reflection in the figure of the Christ. The
Christ shall return the glorious days of David’s Kingdom to the Jews, so he must be the
rightful heir to David himself. Such a belief works itself in the Christian tradition and in the
framework of having faith in Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah. The New covenant
describes Jesus as “the physical son of David” and renders complete yet inconsistent
genealogies of Jesus to recognize him as one of David’s children. Even though Jesus is
called “the christ” (“Al-Maseeh”) in Quran, such use of the term cannot be taken as he really
having the status of the Messiah. Moreover, the father-son relationship between David and
Jesus cannot be construed from any verses of Quran. The holy Quran only mentions
Solomon’s Heredity from David.
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Prophethood, possesses a profound significance in the Abrahamic religions. Prophets act as
mediums, through whom the message of God is received and delivered to people, and thus
fulfill two kinds of epistemological and Responsible functions: one related to the prophetic
“gnosis” of the divine message and the other to the missionary “responsibility” of enacting it.
But do the position and functions of the prophets come to an end with his death? For the
Abrahamic religions, the answer is ‘No’. In these religions, we are faced with a phenomenon
that can be called the “Transmission of the position and functions of prophets™. This article
attempts to explain this phenomenon in the context of the holy texts of these three religions
and in the terms of the three mechanisms of Blessedness, Heredity and Successorship.
Although, the separation between this mechanisms in analysis, necessarily, they are not
separate in instances.

The first mechanism of such Transmission, by which the prophet transmits on his position
and functions to his Children's, is Blessedness. Blessedness is a special covenant between
God and Abraham, and is reported twice in the Old covenant. By this mechanism, God
blesses to Abraham and promises to bless his Children's, to make them as many as the dust
of the earth, and to make them victorious in the face of their enemies. Thus, the mechanism
of blessedness becomes institutionalized in Abraham’s family and household, and passes on
from one generation to the next. In the New covenant, Jesus and Virgin Mary are called “the
Blessed Ones”, Jesus is described as the Source of Blessedness for everyone, and all the true
Christian believers are considered as the heirs to Abraham’s Blessedness. In the noble
Quran, not only the covenant of God’s Blessedness with Abraham and Isaac is mentioned,
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2) God has promised the great sinners torture and punish them and those who have died
without repenting must undergo torture and punishment, because it is not correct for god to
deviate from his promise and if he violates from this, it means that he has told a lie. The
main intellectual reason of Ghazi Abd al-Jabbar’s for proving his claim is the very
intellectual immoral act of violation of promise to send sinners who have perpetuated great
sins to the hell.

In the field of narrative reasons, Ghazi Abdul-Jabbar refers to those verses who reject the
presence of intercessor for the cruel people and that oppressors don’t deserve God’s mercy
and satisfaction and asserts that a great sin perpetuator is an oppressor great sin doer and
because of this, he or she does not deserve God’s mercy and satisfaction and does not own
any promise an agreement; so, God has not given any permission for their intercession and
intercession is not valid for oppressors.

Fakhr-e-Razi in response, notes that although, God is not satisfied with the sinner because
of his great sins but God is satisfied with him since he has faith, so he deserves intercession
and the satisfaction that The Qur'ans verses have referred to it, is related to the principle of
believing the God’s unity against blasphemy and dualism which are never satisfied by God.
Also Fakhr-e-Razi notes in his great interpretation and in Arbaein (Fortieth) book that the
responses to all doubts are the same and that your reasons is reject intercession for all people
and all times, since if it is not so , there is no quarrel between you and us. And our reasons,
deny the proof of intercession about some people and times. So the reasons for denying
intercession is general and the reasons for proving intercession is specific and specific has
priority to general, So our reasons are superior.

In regarding to narrations, about Fakhr-e-Razi’ opinion, it must be mentioned that having
promise and agreement with God is not restricted to Islam and mental and lingual faith to
God’s unity, that human with this belief, deserve intercession, but individual, besides having
belief in God, must maintain his spiritual relation with those people who are very near to
God and liked by him namely the prophet and imams, so that he deserves their intercession.

According to the above subjects mentioned about intercession from Fakhr Razi’ and Abd
al-Jabbar’s opinions, this point must be taken in to consideration that correct conclusion
from The Qur'ans verses, specially about intercession, depends on this aspect that all verses
are studied exactly, not insisting on our claim, just by relying and referring to one of The
Qur'ans verses and also, we must consider sayings and narrations of true innocent
interpreters of The Qur'ans. Sobhani mentions: in fact by integrating these sayings and
narrations, we conclude that the prophet has two kinds of intercession:

1) An intercession which is general and ranges all people and even prophets and its result is
upgrading degree and reach to high ranking positions.

2) An intercession which is specific and related to those sinners who have died without
repenting.
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shafe is usually applied as even against odd in Arabic language and literature. Ragheb
Isfahani mentions that "shafe means inclusion of something to the same itself and
intercession is ordering to something else, so that the intercessor helps him and he also
requests the intercessor. Application of intercession is mostly where the veneration of higher
ranking person to a lower ranking one is enclosed and intercession in resurrection day is also
among these cases".

All Muslims believe the prophet’s intercession, but they have different opinions about the
manner of its effect .Ghazi Abd al-Jabbar believes that intercession is for good and obedient
peoples, not sinners and the result of intercession is increasing the degree and the rewards of
beneficent people, not rescuing sinners. Therefore, there is no intercession leading to
forgiving for those sinners, who have not repented of great sins. On the contrary, Fakhr-e-
Razi believes that the prophet‘s intercession is a means for preventing those people
deserving torture from entering hell and those who have entered hell and are tortured, exit
from it and enter heaven via the prophet‘s intercession.

Ghazi Abd al-Jabbar has resorted intellectual and narrative reasons to prove his claim that
intercession is for those believers with deeds, not for sinners who have conducted great sins.
Of course, his main reasons have been resulted from The Qur'ans verses. Ghazi Abd al-
Jabbar (and mutazilites) who is accused of wrong interpretation of The Qur'ans verses has
also followed the same path in the case of intercession. Fakhr-e-Razi has referred to the
reasons in his Great Interpretation and given them proportionate answers to his Theological
disposition (Asharites).

This Ghazi Abd al-Jabbar’s opinion, namely devoting intercession to innocent believers, has
been made based on the principles:
1) Believer exits the belief circle by doing great sins and is considered sinner.
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obstacle to attribute the evil act to God. So, prescribing and occurring of evil by Him
is also evil, therefore, the evil prevents prescribing of evil action from God:

(Al e 5 3l Con Y JaallJeld)

Leibniz, European philosopher of the seventeenth century, for many concepts such as
good and justice and many other moral concepts, independent of the Divine will,
values and knows them in itself, Containing of meaning and reasonable essence.
Leibniz even express this issue against Descartes view: "Descartes says if objects are
good or evil, they are so, just according to the factor of divine will... the answer of
Leibniz is that if we accept the speech of Descartes on Divine Will, and eternal truths,
the conclusion will be denying the Divine Knowledge. According to him (Leibniz),
If the truth is dependent on the will of God, not on essence of objects, divine
knowledge will be precedent on essence of objects and as a result, it does not have
the truth as its belonging and such a knowledge will be irrational.

The principle of sufficient reason present that why in God's creation, for example,
some things have been existed rather than being not, what is the main aim of this
entity? And the application of this principle is a negation of preponderance without
there being a preponderant.

Leibniz intends, with applying the principle of sufficient reason, the first, to remove

the necessity from voluntary actions of God and humans, and the second, put the final
causality instead of subjective causality in the truths of possibilities. Indeed, he finds
out from the causality, some kind of necessity. Because, he uses in the truths of the
possibility, reason instead of cause. "... We call it prior reason, and cause in the objects
is in accordance with the reason in truths; this is the reason, why the "cause" indeed is
called the reason and in particular, final cause".
Thus we can say that as the Mu'tazilite believed in essential and intellectual good and
bad, and considered objects with essential Expediency and corruption. Leibniz also
has believed in intellectual good and bad. Mu'tazilite has attributed to god, will and
intention that there is addition to inherent. Leibniz also has gone the way of Mu'tazilite by
separating the Divine Will and considering it as particular possibility from essence
and knowledge.

The rule of preponderance without there being a preponderant is similar to the
principle of sufficient reason, although it can be said that Leibniz used this principle in
his philosophy much more than Mu'tazilite used the rule of preponderance without
there being a preponderant. In such a way that elimination of the principle of sufficient
reason from the philosophy of Leibniz does completely destroy it. Regarding the
fittest system and the issue of the evil, the positions of both sides are the same.
Because, God should create a world which is the fittest and the complete. And so the
evil in itself and because of being evil is not counted as the act of God, but rather evil
finds meaning in order to good and within it. In the Mu'tazilite, free will is absolute
and they believe in discretion. Leibniz agrees with human authority, although does
not believe in absolute will, but he considers conditions for will in which, if there is
similarity between God and humans, it will be carried out.
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Abstract:

Mu'tazilite was a group of Muslim theologians, who attributed themselves to the just people;
Reference of justice among them was that God calculates human actions. They believed each
person is responsible for his actions. This was the problem that caused many disagreements
between Muslims. Is the man responsible for his actions or not? Whether human on
their actions have a will or not? And this old proposition in which the human mind is
always engaged is also important in the Mu'tazilite.

The Mu'tazilite believes that good and evil are essential and rational and the
command of legislator is discoverer and demonstrator not proving (the subject that of witch
something affirmed). And before the arrival of the Religions, the wise men based on their
wisdom have the ability to distinguish between Good and Evil and are obliged to perform
good actions and avoided from evil and sins. But Asharites said: Good and Evil of objects
and actions are juridical.

The Mu'tazilite believes that divine actions have purposes. Because, if god has not a
purpose in creation, his actions would be futile. While, the god is omniscience and
futile act from he will not be issued. From the view of the Mu'tazilite, the god should
be act witch for human is right, this requires wisdom, justice and Divine perfection.
Since, God does everything, looking for rational reason for it; So, He could not ask
anything less than ideal situation for humans. But according to Asharites, the right
act is not necessary for God. Divine will of God is absolute, no conditions or
restrictions for it, except the possibility of the objects. So, everything belongs to Him
and His will and nothing is impossible for Him. But Mu'tazilite based on this belief that the
system of universe is the fittest and complete, were deprived any kind of defect, evil and
oppression from God with this difference that there are two words: Some of the Mu'tazilite
believed that God is able to do oppression and tyranny, but he does not it; but Nazzam (One
of the Mu'tazilites), and some of the others says: God is not capable to doing evil and sins
and oppression. He said: "The evil inherently is Incorrect and that is just the evil that
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place of Decrees of fate, and the divine pedestal is the form of universal self, which is the
place of Destiny and the preserved tablet. In Tabatabaei's view, also the meaning of divine
pedestal is detailed Divine knowledge that surrounding on objects and everything exist in
God's divine pedestal; exist in divine throne as well. But they are in divine pedestal as
compendium and in divine throne as detailed. So divine pedestal is the place of being
detailed and separated various kinds from extensive existence, but the divine throne is a
cryptic and hidden place in which detailed kinds are gathered and the relationship between
them are disclosed. So, the divine pedestal and the divine throne are one thing that has
appearance and inner truth, its appearance is the divine pedestal and its inner truth is the
divine throne. From these two views altogether, we can conclude the divine pedestal and the
divine throne in each of views are a degree of Divine knowledge associated with the degree
of Divine Decrees of fate.
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objective Decrees of fate. Therefore, the Divine Decrees of fate is the indicative of
attributing the whole universe to God in two degrees of scientific and objective. So, detailed
analysis and explanation of Divine Decrees of fate should be based on both, Divine
knowledge in one side, and necessity of the universe on the other side, because Divine
Decrees of fate explains both of them, and paying attention to one of them and neglecting the
other, does not reveal to us the fact of Divine Decrees of fate.

Molla Sadra thinks the essential Decrees of fate is out of the universe, in the degree of the
essence of god, but the actual Decrees of fate is in the universe and since, these scientific
forms do not have no existential respect and real-possible dimensions, are not the
components of the universe. Therefore, they are eternal old and immortal by divine survival
and since, do not have any nature, also do not have any possibility including essential or
potential or natural. In the analysis of this view of Molla Sadra, Allama Tabatabai believes
that the definition of the Decrees of fate in Molla sara's view, should be attributed to that
necessary knowledge of god which is not apart from it, because otherwise, if these forms are
needed for essence and out of it, therefore, they will be a part of the univers, and no more
they are eternal Old as he has stated. So, in Allama's view, Sadr al-Mote'allehin has
considered Decrees of fate restricted to essential Decrees of fate and neglected the actual
Decrees of fate. While in the view of Allama, the Truth of the concept of Decrees of fate
which is necessitating and fixing on one of the two degrees of knowledge that is essential
and actual knowledge, does not have incompatibility with its Truth in the other degree of
knowledge. Therefore, it is right to consider the Decrees of fate as two kinds of essential and
actual.

In the analysis of Allama’s critique on Sadra, should be said Mulla Sadra, has raised five
degrees on the Divine Knowledge, including essential detailed science, pencil (ghalam),
preserved tablet, tabula rasa and the material beings. This division of the degrees can be
understood as the degree of Decrees of fate is out of the essence of god and
jurisprudence is other than creative foreknowledge. In addition, the detailed
knowledge above mentioned which is called Decrees of fate in other expressions of
Mulla Sadra, is not out of Divinity and if it is sometimes referred to as the attribute of
oldness that will not be the consistent essential oldness, but oldness by the necessary essence
is oldness. From Mulla Sadra's words can be understood, which decrees of fate is sometimes
applied to essential creative foreknowledge, as sometimes creative foreknowledge is also
referred to decrees of fate. Appling decrees of fate to essential creative foreknowledge
does not involve exclusion of decrees of fate in essential knowledge and also does not cause
the Absolute and essential oldness of decrees of fate, because jurisprudence which is needed
for the essence of god, certainly is necessary by oldness of essence.

Also, Mulla Sadra in his interpretation, referred to that Decrees of fate is synonym and
coincided with Destiny which is the signs of withdrawal of both from the text of the eternal
essence. The Decrees of fate is not limited in the essential knowledge that is the same as
eternal dispensation and not limited to the actual knowledge that is outside of essence, but
according to the philosopher, it is Compatible for both. So, what Allama in the criticism of
Sadra’s view has expressed, first, About the Decrees of fate does not consider the unity of
Decree and dispensation, second, is not About on essentiality of Decrees of fate, third, does
not return to exclusion of Decrees of fate in the eternal and essential knowledge.

In the analysis of the meaning of Decrees of fate, other religious concepts such as the divine
throne and the divine pedestal also are considered. In Molla sadra's view, the divine throne
because of its extensiveness is the form of universal Intellect and Great Spirit which is the
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Abstract:

The Sadraee's transcendental philosophy in theology affected by the authentic Divinity texts
and discussions and has inspired in resolving many of the theological and philosophical
problems of this school. Therefore, this school can be considered as the most prominent
school. Although, Molla sadra does not know enough the argument and arguing without
conscience and purification of self, but, the most based on imported sources of revelation
and interpretations of Imams (AS) and believes that truths of faith are not possible except by
purifying heart from the whims, thinking of the Divine verses, hadith of the Prophet (The
Prophet's massage) and his tribe, and following the way of the pious men. Proposing the
problem of Divine Decrees of fate in transcendental philosophy and explaining its
principles that brought up in both the philosophical texts and exegesis of the followers of
transcendental philosophy are of the most important Instances that this school takes
impression from religious texts.

Decrees of fate has various levels, such as essential and actual, scientific and objective,
divine creation and divine legislation, fixed and variable, that is every level take into
consideration the discussion of Divine Decrees of fate from a particular direction. Divine
Decrees of fate in one dimension is related to the degrees of Divine knowledge and the
quality of Divine knowledge on what is apart from God, on the other dimension, is related to
the question of the necessity of The existence system and the quality of causal connection
between the elements of the universe and the origin of necessity of The existence system that
has been expressed in these schools with a certain thoughtfulness in both theology and
cosmology. Divine Decrees of fate in comparing with universal realms of existence is
considered the same as degree of intellectual forms beyond the spiritual and natural forms
that emanated from the god, suddenly and timelessly and called one of the degrees of Divine
knowledge that is Divine Decrees of fate, and in the higher phase it ends to Divine intrinsic
knowledge. On the other hand, the causal system of the universe and attributing that to its
complete cause which is the origin of necessity and creation of the universe is also called



20

Comparative Theology, Years: 4, No: 9, Spring & Summer 2013



Faith in Islam and Christianity and its impact on health 19

22 - Kajbaf, Mohammad Bagher et al, (n. d.). "The relationship between religious attitude
and psychic health”, Islamic Studies and Psychology, No. 2, Research Institute of Hoze and
Academy.

23 - Author's group. (1372.), Tashayo' Encyclopedia, Under supervision of Ahmad Sadr Haj
Seyed Javadi et al, Tehran: Saeed Mohebbi press.

24 - Golparvar, Mohsen. (1388). Public health and function, Journal of Professional of
Islamic and Psychological Studies,, No. 4, Research Institute of Hoze and Academy.

25 - Mai Lee, Soft. (1368). Emergence and changes of personality, translated by Mahmoud
Mansour, University of Tehran.

26 - Mar'ashi, Sayed Ali. (1376.) Physiology of the nervous and the endocrine systems,
Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad University Press.

27 - Mar'ashi, Sayed Ali. (1387.) Mental Health and the Role of Religion, Cultural and
Scientific Publishing Company.

28 - Mesbah Yazdi, Mohammad Tagi. (1377). Teaching Philosophy, vol 2, 8th Edition,
publication of Islamic propaganda.

29 - Mousavi Bojnourdi, Mohammad Kazem. (1380.) Islamic Encyclopedia, vol 10, Tehran:
Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia.

30 - Corsini, R.. J. (198T). Coneis Encyclopedia Of Psychology, New York: John Wiley.



18 Comparative Theology, Years: 4, No: 9, Spring & Summer 2013

and treatment of diseases, in particular, the incurable disease such as cancer that the first
principle is belief in God (faith). but the effect of faith in mental and psychic health has been
approved in other forms. Faith in the field of psychology equal with religious attitude and
orientation. According to a number of studies, researchers have confirmed that there is a
positive relationship between the religious attitude and mental health. The author's analysis
the religious faith and religious attitudes and belief that there is a minimal relationship
between religious faith and religious attitudes, so there is a relationship between faith and
mental health.

According to what passed, the common faith, in the view of functionalism impacts on the
health of body and spirit of man. This has been approved in the field of body health through
psychoneorophysiologic and Te'osumatic medicine, and in the field of mental and psychic
health has been approved by the researches have done in psychology titled "religious
attitudes and orientation and mental health".
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Abstract:

Of the most central elements of religions and most important issues in theology and the
Contemporary study of religion is the category of faith and its greatest impact on various
aspects of life. Faith, in Islamic and Christian theology, has common and also distinct
aspects. The truth of Faith in Islamic thought was multidimensional and consists of a wide
range of Confession of language, intellectual knowledge, heart affirmation and inner
experience to the treatment involves external actions. In Christianity, it was faith in
confirmation of the revealed proposition that led to a sense of transcendence and meta-
proposition and created Interest mode in human And sometimes faith apply to the experience
of presence and manifestation of God in life.

The position of consensus and association between Islam and Christianity was consists of
the doctrine of Belief in God and the prophecy and resurrection. This belief is based on the
functionalist view affected on body and psyche (or soul) health of the human. The impact of
Faith on physical and mental health has been separately approved by the specialists. The
impacts of faith and religious teachings on physical health have been investigated through
psycho-neuro-physiological way that Faith and Religious teachings produce positive
emotions in human. The emotions through autonomous nervous system strengthen the
immune system and its optimal performance in a way that the messenger molecule called
neuropeptide Y, carry the messages related to thoughts and transport it through the blood
circulation, and the mental state directly relate to the body's cells. This is the most important
factor in strengthening or weakening the immune system influenced by the thoughts and
beliefs. Moreover, Te'osumatic medicine known as the God-body medicine, after the
psychosomatic or psycho-body medicine confirms the impact of faith on the health and
recovery of individuals. They believe that illness and death of individuals, scarcely have a
single cause, mind and mental and psychic states of the individual affects the incidence
process of the disease and treatment; Although they does not reject the effect of bacteria and
viruses and etc. These medical professionals have presented seven principles for recovery
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(PBUH). While "Rumi knows it due to all the eternal blessings of God, and believes that the
man is his caliphate in the earth, and there is no doubt that God will not leave him fallen, and
will open the path to excellence of human.

"Milton™" and "Mawlana™ anywhere in their poetries refer to man as a being with free will
and authority and God created him liberated, because he has been given reason and logic
thereby choose the way to prosperity or misfortune. In fact, the truth of human is thought and
set the price for anyone by recognizing his mind.

"Milton" and "Rumi" count love as the factor of creation and happiness of man and the
healer of his all pains. Both count sin the cause of appearance and separation of different
statuses of human being and found the death as the ultimate remedy. Finally, both know the
secret of salvation in regret and repenting. They give the infinite mercy of God priority over
His rage.
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the ability to limit the scope of his empire! He is the Almighty and Creator of all things, from
beginning to the end. Such an attitude toward God from the perspective of Protestant religion
is a reminder of God's eternal power that humans are bound to and have to obey what the
Lord predestined them. "Omnipotent” is not a prudent combination, it is a phantom and
exaggerated expression that describes someone who has unlimited power, superior,
independent of everyone else and bring everything should come and predestines all things.

Milton, in the beautiful statement, expresses the similarity between God and Adam and
Eve and says: "my thoughts associated with them in surprise and disbelief. | can love them,
for they have such a strong divine likeness..." Paradise Lost considers vain being of all
angels and animals and other creatures, big and small, without the real masterpiece of
creation. As if, everything ever created was ended by man. According to various sources, we
find out that the essence of human is a combination of God, man and the devil, so that "in
one hand he has a Godly nature and is Godlike, on the other hand, he has the nature of evil,
but a third nature also is set forth for man that based on The four elements of contrasting and
the virtue of human is in keeping them balanced. But the infinite love of God towards man
and the Non-venial wrath towards Satan is impressive and this infinite love of the man
doubles his Condemnation comparing with Satan»(see. Kasaeian, 1387:102). Mawlana
agrees with this view, because Sometimes in his poems consider humans as the mirror of
divine attributes and in other place, describes human worth than evil. "In fact, human is
like a thread that has two ends: one in infinite boundary of sublimity and ascendancy and the
other on the brink of failure precipice (Nasr Isfahani, 1377: 26).

In fact, Milton introduces Satan in Paradise Lost as the first sinner who converts the
bearers of the divine Throne to the princes of pandemonium. Since, Rumi believed in the
satanic nature of human, he also knows the evil as agent of human's deception and asks
human do not obey Satan. Rumi in his poems talks about leaving the faith and obedience of
God in the influence of temptations of Satan and emphasizes the key factor in deceiving the
humans from the right path is naughty, and the temptation of evil. According to the
description of the "Rumi” and "Milton", Human beings are at the center of the creation of
earth and the heavens and have a strong will, but in light of God's grace and will. Milton
knows the end of human life in hope and unsparing grace of God and hopefully talks about
man's ascendancy. Milton thinks that human salvation is depend on Divine Mercy, and also
mediation and intercession of the Son of God in his soul flows the perfect divine love. In the
context of Islam and consequently Rumi, human salvation is not subject to intercede of the
son of heaven Jesus (AS), but forgiveness is dedicated to eternal mercy of God and salvation
of humans only is due to regret and repentance to God and seeks the mercy of God. "Rumi”
and "Milton™ both in struggle of their internal excitation know human lost in the turbulent
waves of the world, and expelled from his original home and shelter. In these two poetry,
contrast between "God" and "man" is derived from the relationship between "God" and
"man”. God is the biggest canonical word in the Quran and the world dominated over all
semantic fields. On the contrary, among all things created, they see "man™ a creation as
important as God. There are undeniable similarities between both man and God, human
loved by Holy and Almighty God and all of extraordinary phenomena are created and
commanded for man, and he has been given all power. Human nature in both poetries is a
combination of God, man and the devil, so the virtuous man is counting on a balance
between them.

"Mawlana" and "Milton™ count the devil, responsible for the wickedness and the first
Sinful being that made carriers of the Divine Throne turned into princes of Hell and the key
agent of deception and fall of man. Both warn man against this creator and inventor of guile
and deception.

Both know the end of human in unsparing hope and mercy of God and hopefully speak
about human ascendancy and closeness to God. But "Milton addition to the effect of mercy
of God on human salvation, emphasizes on intercede of the son of heaven Jesus Christ
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Abstract:

This research is a critical analysis on the place of human and his integration with religious
issues, and the subject of disobedience and rebellion. In addition, topics such as reward,
punishment, redemption and salvation of mankind in two great works of literature of the
world, Masnavi by Mawlana and Paradise Lost by Milton have been comparatively
discussed.

Rumi's poetry and thought has been accepted by commons and special people in Iran and
the world. Rumi is one of the few supreme poets in Persian language and the world.
Generally, Milton has Known as the greatest English poet after Shakespeare, and his
Paradise Lost as the greatest English fiction poem. This work is a the well-known epics of
human-divine composed in live new languages, and comparing these two works even in one
field of speech, indeed is the comparison of two thoughts, two nations, and two ancient
cultures.

The author attempts to examine the similarities and contrasts of the two poems of these
two great poets on the subjects of human, God, and Satan and the world, to achieve the
analytical and critical comparison of them in this context. In this paper the author tries to
base the Paradise Lost of Milton and compare it with the ideas of Mawlana common to
imagine man's first story and his disobedience, religious approaches, and finally the end
presumed for mankind.

In these two poems, contrast between "God" and "man" is derived from the fundamental
relationship between "God" and "man". Milton while calls God, our Heavenly Father and
refer to his role of creativity, entitles him as the dominant power, All mighty, the victorious
winner, Glorious and Holy ruler, powerful king, and in one word, omnipotent. The Creator
that all creatures are worshiping him, the omnipotent could be seen his capability remarks in
everywhere, the unique structure of the universe beautiful is his own and the glorious ruler,
sitting over the skies, sometimes invisible and sometimes visible, even manifested on faith at
the lowest created! Powerful king that nobody cannot hurt and destroy him and no one has
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responsibilities sometimes are missing in the objective form and sometimes in the subjective
form. In some cases, the legislator, for some reason, removes the title of criminal from the
action, on the others, the causes of disclamation and deterioration most lie in the criminal
person not in transition. These factors, with some variations have come in both religions.
Penalty goals in both religions have also many similarities in many aspects among which
may be cited protection of Divine sanctuary, concealing the effect of the sin, restraining the
offender and his family and friends.
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Abstract:

In the field of religious studies, study of previous religions and orders is important, because
divine religions have a one truth and essence; Judaism, Christianity and Islam are relative
religions and have a common history. All three are attributed to religion of Abraham, Hence
are called the "Abraham religions". All three of them have Semitic origins; therefore they are
called the "Semitic religions". All three believe in one God, and for that, they are called
"monotheistic religions”. Though Islam subscribes the past of Jewish, does not necessarily
defends all the Jewish teachings and holy books in its current form. However, these two
religions are very similar and that is the value that they have given to religion. So that, none
of the major live religions of the world have not such esteem. Many similarities in principles
of the two relative religions have provided a suitable ground for comparative studies. In the
field of law studies also found many similarities between two religions. The scriptures as a
source of laws, criminal law, criminalization and punishments and ... all are of the important
law issues that the way of their expression in both religions have many similarities. Since
religion has a special place in Judaism and Islam, this research aims to review the principles
and elements of criminal as well as some penalty goals in the religious teachings sphere of
these two religions. In this regard, verses of The Quran, authentic hadiths (traditions) and
The Torah should be known as the main sources of recognition of these two religious orders.
Although Torah has been distorted, but this does not mean that everything is distorted in
Torah. There are many juridical and ethical rules in Torah that cannot doubt in their
divinity. In the other hand, many of the adventures happened to the Moses Prophet and the
Israelites have been mentioned with slight variations in The Qur'an which is immune to any
distortion. In the juridical doctrines of religions, Jewish and Muslim have common concepts
of criminal law which sometimes are in compliance and in some points is divergence.
Requirements and criminal responsibilities have been defined what the holy legislator has set
for criminals or sinners of this world, whether their crime is related to a sin which has a
particular punishment or to other sins, whether criminal punishment is corporal or financial.
Among the principles of Requirements in criminal law is the principle of legality of criminal
offenses. Despite misconceptions about the founding this principle, what history shows is
that this important principle in criminal law of Judaism and the criminal law of Islam is
emphasized by clear wordings of The Qur'an and The Torah. Another principle of this case
emphasized is "personal being of the punishment" which has also been emphasized in The
Qur'an in many verses. The remarkable point about this is the apparent differences between
The Qur'an and The Torah about this principle that these subjects should not be inconsistent
with the principle of "personal being of the punishment". Because these verses are intended
to express the conditional and hereditary effects of sin, and transferring the evil to future
generations, not transferring apparent punishment and penalties to them. Criminal
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meaning”. Zen declares when the person lives simply, freely and naturally, will achieve to
aim and meaning of life. The distinction and the conflict in mind lead to all of human’s
problems. When the person is free from consternations of his mind, he will reach salvation
and redemption. In Zen, human’s salvation is accomplished through non-action (Wu-Wei),
because every action, reaction, analysis, attention and so on, it will a kind of difficulty,
complexity, and lastly suffering. While Zen emphasizes on natural and spontaneous life, the
meaning in theistic religions belongs to a transcendent being who has presented a design of
life to humans.

Now we focus on the comparison of Zen and theistic religions views on what would make
the meaning of life; but we primarily present a summary of criteria of Zen’s school:

A-In Zen, the discerning mind causes humans’ suffering and labor. B-The path of
salvation from suffering, raised from distinction, is non-action and natural life. C-
Afterwards, the person can achieve to sudden enlightenment in his life. D-The morality in
Zen is named Te which related to natural and spontaneous behavior. A person in Zen
practice according to the same conduct that is natural and explicit. E-Hence, the freedom
from suffering (which is the aim of all schools of Buddhism), the path, the morality, and the
enlightenment, the all are sought in the same life, no beyond this life.

In the case of comparison of Zen to theistic religions, it is worth mentioning some cases:
-The key concept in Buddhism and its schools, such as Zen, is suffering (Dukkha), which
forms all of their ontology, anthropology, and soteriology, but in theistic religion, the
concept of God plays the same role.

-In theistic religions, ultimate Being is the only worthwhile and meaningful aim of the
Faithful man; unlike Buddhism schools which seek the meaning in liberation from
life’s sufferings.

-For believers there is only one design to live and it is that design which usually exists in
sacred texts. Believer’s life is arranged according to this design. But in Zen, person comes
near meaningful life via simply and freely life, not via prescriptive commands of a
transcendental Being.

- The morality in Theistic religions is based on the sacred texts and related to plural behavior
and social standards; unlike Zen which neglects plural and prescriptive morality and
emphasizes on natural behavior (Te).

-In theistic religions, sufferings and pains in world are not meaningless, but there is an
optimistic view on them, while sufferings in Buddhism and Zen are more pessimistic and do
not have a certain meaning.
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Abstract:

In Analytic philosophy, when the topic of the life’s meaning comes up, primarily the concept
of words of “meaning” and “life” is clarified. The analytic philosophers, often, have
explained “meaning” in two senses: 1-The life’s aim 2-The life’s value or the life’s function
and advantage.

In some approaches, in analysis of the concept of “life”, life has been considered beyond

routine, usual, and repeated levels of it. This approach shows the meaningful life
demonstrates through a transcendent Being. Hence, in theistic religions, human’s life, when
according to commands of that Being, is more meaningful and valuable. It is meta-
naturalism view in debate on “life’s meaning”.
There is another approach named naturalism. Naturalists are trying to advance the theories
which find life’s meaning in a part or parts of natural life. They believe that even if there is
no spiritual realm, meaning in life will be possible, for example, be successful in work or
education; the same favorable affairs can be enough to be meaningful.

Besides meta-naturalism and naturalism, Zen’s view is an exclusive view; because
according to it, “life” itself is as life’s meaning. In fact, the meta-naturalism Speaks “the
meaning of life”, the naturalism discusses “the meaning in life”, and Zen utters “the life as
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and interpretation to existence is a kind of metaphor. In the first interpretation, the place of
science and philosophy has reserved, and the mystic quote introduced as anti-science and
philosophy. But the second interpretation, speaking in completion of philosophy, Does not
contradict with pure mysticism and unity; namely in the first interpretation is proposed the
systemic nature of the world and causal relationships and their different existential levels;
But In the second interpretation, there is no relationship between causes and effects, and all
effects, immediately connect to an independent unity. So, as these interpretations indicate,

from Molla Sadra 's philosophical basis, personal unity of existence and also its unity of
grades of existence are Extractive. However, according to some intellectual analysis, and
considering some explicit statements of Molla Sadra in the discussions of emanation which
criticize The first intelect to be the first emanation and introduces it according to the view's
of philosophers (Molla Sadra, 1990, vol 2, p 332), And says about the expanded emanation
and does not know the relationship between expanded emanation and God as the causal
relationship in the meaning of giving existence. He also considers the result of causality
discussion that is leaded to emanation and personal unity, as the completion of causality. It
can be concluded that Molla Sadra presents the final result as personal unity and causality in
the sense of emanation. This is the point that is also finally accepted by Professor Motahari

to some extent that in terms of Motahari’s view, Molla Sadra 's theory of grades of exitence
is according to the formal philosopher's disposition.

But this conclusion is not incompatible with accepting the principle of the grades of
existence in a single mind and these two principles are gatherable. This remark can be found
in the some of Molla Sadra 's statements. As an example, Molla Sadra , in Msh'ar book, pp.
68 - 69, while knows the final result as emanation, introduces the theory of the grades of
existence as a result of the glorious and accurate mind. When he was conveying a meaning to
dependent and independent existence which are of the principles of these discussions, uses
two explications, once says:

«laalll 5 ze 3 lagin Y ol Godl o) ey
And once again says:
s N gl pgio s a5l gslae 3 oo ol Ul 3Ly Y Baie s 555 )l ands 3 oo o) GV, »

It can be said that the cause of difference between Molla Sadra 's expressions which has led
to many interpretations, lies in the kind of mind's view to the existence. Sometimes the mind
transcend so much that knows every object, including self, immediately very related to an
independent unity and if it declined, it would have associated beings with it intermediately
and systematically. So domains and perspectives are different.
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Abstract:

In the view of Islamic philosophers, famous definition for causality is "giving existence".
The Molla Sadra believes that the Principle of causality with its branches constitutes a single
body, and its acceptance is considered as postulate. Discussion about the criteria of
neediness of effect to cause is considered branch of the general law of causality which is
necessary in discussion of causal necessity. It is obvious that Molla Sadra 's view in
determining the criteria for the neediness is the Possibility in the sense of need. as regards,
this principle is itself a branch of the general principle of causality, and the Islamic
philosophers think if someone refuses to accept a branch of causality, cannot believe in a
causal system in the world. and as regards, the principle of cognation Is assumed to be
identical with the intellectual rule of Al-vaheed(from The one will not be issued except the
one) and the principle of The impossibility of infinite regress are other important branches
of the principle of causality; acceptance of this branches Required in duality in the outside
world from mind and dividing existence to the cause and effect and grades in the reality of
existence. But on the other hand, Molla Sadra talks about personal unity of existence and
also considers it as the conclusion of his intellectual analysis, not as something merely
mystical and has explicit expressions such as:

aglill w52y 50522 5 0l obl o) Slades M1 e Wls gy iy il Yy D) ¥ 5 5m s 3] dnl (g g W o>

In views of Professor Motahari and Professor Javadi Amoli which both are raised in
Sadraism system, and the originality of existence and Possibility in the sense of need are
assumed in it; these are the result of dual discussions of Molla Sadra . In the first
standpoint(Professor Motahari) is proposed a kind of existence That is completely
dependent; But In the latter standpoint(Professor Javadi Amoli) pure neediness is proposed,
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work is behavior cognition, and partly psychological and is based on an act-centered attitude.
His attitude of moral knowledge based on good and bad behaviors of people is distinguished
and evaluated on the context of society and the dialogue and discussion. In other words,
evaluation and recognition of the moral norms of virtues- or vices-based is a social practice
and the social conditions make it clear. Accordingly, Hume argues that “passions as hate,
anger, respect, love, courage, pain and pleasure, all of them bring from the
communication with others within the community and not from my natural mood."
As a result, one can say that the Allameh Tabatabai argues that human, by nature, has the
ability to distinguish right from wrong, and therefore, there are virtues and vices in the
form of spiritual positive properties and that actualized in regard to need of Physical
actions, and accordingly, humans are forced to take action. Then, human with using the
power of "wisdom", can distinguish between virtues and vices. However, Hume explicitly
does not consider distinguishing between good and evil as the act of reason, but of "moral
sense", and According to him, "reason is the slave of the passions".
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Abstract:

allameh sayyid muhammad husain tabatabaei and David Hume, in regard to
influential philosophical thought's, are very important, one in the Muslim world and
The other in the West world. Allama has mentioned his thoughts on ethics, in his two
books, the principles of philosophy and Method of realism and Al-Mizan interpretation
(Quranic exegesis). In The principles of philosophy and Method of realism, his main
discussions are actions that export from agent and the relationship between agent and
action. In the sixth chapter of the book, Allama generally analyzes mental aspects, and in
particular, examines the psychophilosophical analysis and epistemology of the moral
concepts. In terms of epistemology, ethics is one of the perceptions of mental aspects, and
according to Allama, humans naturally can distinct right from wrong and take steps
towards goodness and happiness. The second psychophilosophical aspect of ethics is related
to good moral qualities and spiritual positive properties. As was stated before, humans, by
nature, are equipped with the ability to recognize right and wrong; so it can be concluded in
the issue of good moral qualities and spiritual positive properties, that virtues and vices are
in the form of spiritual positive properties and that actualized in regard to need of Physical
actions, and accordingly, humans are forced to take action. Allama in epistemological
discussions and how human can obtain the knowledge has analyzed the agency of human
and relationship between the agent and the action with the aim of demonstrating the role of
reason and perceptions in all levels of human life as central and substantial.

Hume at the beginning of the third book, a treatise on human nature, stated that "Morality
is a subject that interests us above all others"; He spoke of the importance of this field of
philosophy. You can even ponder and reflect on the previous parts of the book so that the
introductions of a scheme of ethics are discussed. Hume's moral philosophy can be
considered as "virtue-based ethics". The main concepts of his ethical theory are such as
Behavior, virtues and vices, and not a duty, maxims and obligation. The salient feature of
Hume's moral theory is the emphasis upon moral sense according which we discern vicious
and virtuous behavior. Consequently, according to Taylor, "Hume's ethics can be contrasted
with other forms of virtue-based ethics, such as Aristotelian ethics.” In Aristotelian virtue
ethics, the focus is on the virtuous agent, and to investigate how people can be involved in
the acquisition of virtues and deals with the role of virtue in having a good and calm
life; whereas Hume is merely deals with diagnoses and assess the treatment. Most of his
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